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Who in the World is Jesus?
Bob Marcaurelle

“Nineteen long centuries have come and gone, and today He is the
centerpiece of the human race and the leader of the column of progress. |
am far within the mark when | say that all the armies that ever marched,
all the navies that ever were built; all the parliaments that ever sat and all
the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man

upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life.”
- One Solitary Life / Author Unknown

A. THE CREATIVE CHRIST (Jn. 1:1-4)




Jesus is the only man who lived before He was born and chose to become
a human being. John says, “In the beginning (Gen.1:1) was the word and
the was God and was with God / and the word became flesh (Human)
and all things came into being through Him.” (Jn. 1:1-2). This world
with its molecules and mountains is the autograph album of Jesus, with His
signature on every page. The Carpenter from Nazareth is the Architect of
the universe. Jesus is the Designer behind all design, the Lawmaker behind
all law, the Creator behind all creation. The golden sun, the silvery moon/
And all the stars that shine / Were made by His omnipotent hand / And He'’s
a friend of mine.

B. THE CRADLED CHRIST (Jn. 1:14)

He whom the heavens could not contain was wrapped in swaddling clothes
and placed in a manger. “The Word was made flesh!” (Jn. 1:14) He was
not God in a human body. He was God as a human being, like us in every
way except without sin. He who feeds the animals and calls Himself the
“Bread of Life” knew hunger. He who poured forth the rivers and capped
the mountains with snow cried, "I thirst.” He who is our rest was weary. He
who casts out devils was called a devil. He who is the good Shepherd
became the Lamb led to slaughter. “I know now how that Bethlehem’s Babe
/ Could in the God-head be / I only know that manger child / Has brought
God down to me

C. THE COMMUNICATIVE CHRIST (Jn. 7:46)

Jesus was the master Teacher of all time. The Bible says “no man ever
spoke like this man” (Jn. 7:46). 7:29). Nicodemas said, “We know You are
a teacher come from God” (Jn. 3:2). Jesus never voiced a doubt, never
retracted a statement, never contradicted Himself, never said, “I suppose..,“1
think. . .I feel. . .I believe. . .It seems to Me.” Others speak for God, He
speaks as God. The greatest thing about Jesus the Teacher is that He lived
what He taught. His sublime teachings were not above Him. He didn’t just
teach prayer - He prayed. He didn’t just teach brotherhood - He went into
the homes of the despised. The Sermon on the Mount was His biography

D THE COMPASSIONATE CHRIST (Acts 10:38)

“He went about doing good” (Acts 10:38). He ministered to the body, to
the mind and to the soul. Jesus met blind men and gave them sight. Jesus
met crippled men and sent them away walking.  Jesus met storms and
calmed them. Jesus met funeral processions and broke them up. Jesus met



critics and confounded them. Jesus met enemies and loved them He was
truly the Great Physician whose greatest cure was from sin.

E. THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST (Acts 2:23)

“This Jesus / .you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men”
(Acts 2:23). We killed Him yet He died for us. Calvary reveals the depths
of our sin and the heights of His love. “God was in Christ reconciling the
world back to Himself.” (2 Cor. 5:19) God suffered because of us and for
us. God pulled the knife across his own heart.

F. THE COFFINED CHRIST (Lk. 23:50-53)

The verdict on Jesus’ life at that moment was “Dead.” The proud
Pharisees, the cowardly Pilate, the calloused soldiers, the indifferent
multitudes, and the broken hearted followers all agreed on this - “He is
dead!” The word “dead” like the slamming off an iron door,is brutal and
final. Death, whose flowers are poison ivy, had covered the Rose of Sharon.
Death, laughing and shrieking had claimed its victim.

G. THE CONQUERING CHRIST (Acts 2:24)

“It was not possible for death to hold Him” (Acts 2:24). “Up from the
grave He arose / With a mighty triumph o’er His foes / Death could not hold
its prey / He tore the bars away. No other event compares with the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. It is the foundation of our faith, the
verdict of God upon the claims of Jesus, the guarantee of eternal life.

H. THE CROWNED CHRIST (Phil. 2:9)

“God has given Him a name above every name; that at the name of
Jesus very knee will bow.” The hymn of hymns in heaven is, “Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and
strength and honor and glory and blessing” (Rev. 5:12). “He has raised
our human nature / In the clouds to God’s right hand / There we sit in
heavenly places / There with Him in glory stand / Jesus reigns adored by
angels / Man with God is on the throne / Mighty Lord, in Thine ascension /
We by faith behold our own.”

|. THE COMING CHRIST (Mt. 16:27)
Four of His echo through the centuries and show He is not yet through
with planet earth. “I will come again” (Jn. 14:3). \When He comes on the



clouds of heaven (Mt. 26:64) with His people (1 Th. 3:13) and His angels
(Mt. 16:27), He will rapture His church (1 Th. 4:15-17), renovate this
universe with fire (2 Pet. 3:10), resurrect the dead (1 Cor. 15:23), reward all
men, lost and saved (Mt. 25:31-46), and reign forever (1 Th. 4:17).

J. THE CONTROVERSIAL CHRIST

The current popularity of Jesus is disturbing. Today there are songs about
Jesus, plays about Jesus and books about Jesus and everybody seems to have
the key to His companionship. Everyone is talking about the “good Lord” or
the “man from Galilee” but few people seemed to be disturbed by Him,
because he is the Jesus they have made in their own image. Those who
believe that all religions are the same and we are all headed to the same
place worshipping the same God under different names should be disturbed.
He said, “I am the way and the truth and the life; no one comes to the
Father but by me” (John 14:6). Those who do not believe in wrath,
judgment and hell should be disturbed. He should disturb those who do not
believe in the inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible because it was his
authority (Mt. 5) and never cast a doubt upon its trustworthiness. He should
disturb those who think of Christianity as a glorified cure-all for trouble for
He promised us division, persecution and sorrow. He should disturb those
who make church membership an easy affair because He demanded that
every disciple bear a cross and put Him in first place in their affections.

J. THE (MY) CHOSEN CHRIST

Pilate speaks for us all, “What shall I do then with this man named
Jesus?” (Mt. 27:22). He is MY Savior. Let the New Agers drag my Jesus
down and make Him the best of men but not God, but | cannot. He is no
mere man. He has saved me from a guilty past. Because of Him my
conscience is clean and every day is a new beginning. He has saved me
from a meaningless life. Because of Him every day is an adventure and
every day is another chance to know Him better and love Him more and live
closer to Him. He has saved me from a terrible future. Because of Him | am
not afraid of tomorrow. Every item in tomorrow’s world will work together
for my good (Rom. 8:28). | am not afraid of death for death is merely
entrance into His presence where | shall reign with Him (Rev. 20) in the
Father’s house (John 14) forever. This all began when I gave Him my sins to

forgive by faith and my life to change and control in repentance.

“Though Jesus Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born
Until He is born in you, your soul is still forlorn.”



K. OUR FELLOW HUMAN BEING

“In the beginning / the Word was God / and the Word became flesh.”
(In. 1:1/14)

Jesus Christ is not only fully God but also fully MAN - a real physical,
emotional and spiritual human being - just like us in every way except one.
He was not born with a depraved sinful nature LK. 1:35), and though
tempted like Adam and Eve, and us, He never once gave in to sin.

Luke 1:34-35:

“The Holy Spirit will come on you (Mary) and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you and the Holy One born will be called the Son of
God.”

Luke 2:40, 51

“And the Child (Jesus) grew in strength and was filled with wisdom ...
And Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.”
Hebrews 2:14-18

“Since the children possess flesh and blood He possesses the same ... He
had to be made just like His brothers in every way so He might become a
merciful and faithful High Priest ... and make an atoning sacrifice for the
sins of the people. Since He was tempted in that which He suffered He is
able to help those who are tempted.”

Hebrews 5:7-8

“In the days of His flesh (life on earth-NIV) He offered up prayers and
requests with loud crying and tears...He learned from the things He
suffered...And when He became perfect He became the source of eternal
salvation to all those who obey Him.”

Hebrews 4:15

“We do not have a High Priest who cannot Ssympathize with our
weaknesses. We have One who was tempted in every way just like us, but
was without sin.”

SYMPATHY
As God and man Jesus “sympathizes” with our weaknesses (4:15).
Sympathy means “to suffer together” or, “Your pain in my heart.” The
Omniscient God of this universe could have known by simple choice to
know what it means to be human but He does not take this cheap and easy
route. He becomes one of us, feeling our pain, shedding our tears and
joining our struggles.



When Coorie ten Boom and her sister Betsy were stripped naked before
Nazi guards in WW 11, Betsy saw the rage on Corrie’s face and whispered,
“Remember Corrie, they stripped our Lord’s clothes away also.”

SACRIFICE
By never giving in to Satan’s temptations, Jesus conquered Satan on the
field of battle (Col. 2:15) and won the right to every human being. He can let
us into heaven on His victory. He offered his sinless life “as a sweet
smelling offering and sacrifice to God” (Eph. 5:2 / Heb. 2:17).

SUBLIME MYSTERY
How God could become a real human being is part of the unfathomable
mystery of God, the Supreme Being who simple willed this vast universe
into existence. Paul said, “Great is the mystery of godliness, God
manifested in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). We can only sing:

I do not know how Bethlehem’s Babe Could in the God head be /
| only know that manger Child Has brought God down to me

An even greater mystery is why Jesus had to die a horrible death for you
and | to be forgiven. Even Jesus did not understand it. In Gethsemane He
asked God if there could be another way to save men (Mt. 26:39) and on the
cross He asked God WHY He had forsaken Him (Mt. 27:46). Max Ludaco
says Jesus looked at the cross and saw hell, and He went there because He
did not want to go to heaven without you and me. An even greater mystery
is why He did this for ME? All of us can look at the cross and say. “Beneath
the cross of Jesus / Two wonders | confess /  The wonder of His matchless
love / And my
unworthiness.

- Preacher Bob
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“We rejoice in our sufferings because suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance produces character; and character
produces hope. “

(Romans 5:4)

“In all things God works for the good of those who love him.”
(Romans 8:28)

When horrible suffering fell on Job he cried out to heaven in 7:20: “ Wh 'y

do you use me for your target pr a c t i(T&E).When horrible things
like cancer, car crashes, kids on drugs, etc. come our way, unless we are
obviously at fault, it is almost impossible to know why. There is nothing
wrong with questioning God. The Psalms are full of it; the Book of Job is
almost nothing but questions; and even Jesus asked the “why” of His
sufferings (Matt. 27:46). The problem is, we seldom get an answer.
There are only four answers. It can be our fault — we smoke from age
twelve and die from emphysema. God sends it to make us better people or to
punish us. God allows it. (To me this is the same as God sending it.).
Finally, our pain is part of the price we pay for being human. Life has dealt
us a bad blow and God is with us to help us. If we give our situation to God
we can claim Romans 8:28, that God will make it work out and produce
something good.

We find all these in the Bible and we may experience all in our lifetime; but
much of the time we are left in the dark as to the “why” . What we must do
is go from why to “what now”. We must give our troubles to God and ask
Him to make it work out for our good, the good of the Kingdom, and the
good of others.

The traits we admire the most, such as courage, patience, mercy, and faith;
are developed in painful situations. At high noon the sky above us is filled
with stars, but we cannot see them. In the darkness of pain God shows us
things we cannot see in the day light of good times. Suffering can make us
better, but it can also make us bitter.

A. Hurt Can Draws Us Closer to God (Job 1:5)
When Jonah ran into a storm at sea running from God we read that, “ Al |
the sailors were afraid and @é&Mech cri
glance at heaven every now and then but most of us never really look up
with interest until life knocks us down. The very fact that we say, “Why



me, Lord?” means we have been driven to God and a deeper level of
communication with Him.

The KJV of Romans 8:28, “All things work together for good” is
misleading. The newer versions bring out what the NASV says, “God
causes all things to work together for good.” Faced with more than we can
bear we naturally turn to the all powerful and all loving God.

Even lost, unreligious people go to God in pain if only to curse Him. C.S.
Lewis says God whispers to us in our pleasures but shouts to us in our pain.
We may look up to accuse Him; to bargain with Him; to shake our fist at
Him; to ask why; or to ask for help- but we look up!

A pilot told the passengers an engine was on fire. One man yelled
frantically - “Do something religious - somebody!” A Catholic pulled out
her beads. An Episcopalian pulled out his prayer book. Those who had not
given much thought to God tried to pray; and a Baptist took off his hat and
took up an offering.

B. Hurt Can Draw Us Closer to Others

(2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

“God / comforts us in all our troubles so we can comfort those in any trouble
with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the
sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so through Christ our comfort
overflows (to others).”

It’s amazing how selfish we are. We cling to our clan, our family, our
friends, our church. Looking at a street person, a wheelchair, a blind person,
etc. we are uncomfortable and shy away. We wish them well but do nothing
to help them. It is only when life throws us into some great hurt that we join
them. Our clan changes, it grows larger. We see life through others’ eyes.
When God helps us we want to pass it on to them.

Adam Walch’s son is murdered, and he gives his life to capturing criminals
and helping parents like himself. Michael J. Fox, stricken with Parkinson’s
said goodbye to his television career. But he said, “Hello!” to finding a cure
for Parkinson’s and to working with people with Parkinsons. Hurts are
turned into helping hands, when before the hurt, all we did was fill our hands
with the things of this world.

C. Hurt Can Draw Us Closer to our (Best) Selves




(Philippians. 4:12-13 CEV)
“I know what it is to be poor or have plenty / I have lived under all kinds of
conditions / Christ gives me the strength to face anything.

I saw a sign, “Christians are like tea. Their strength does not come out until
they are in hot water!” We don’t know ourselves, our potential, our courage,
our faith, our strength in Jesus, until some crisis brings it out.

Renee Bondi, in 1988, was on top of the world, She was a Christian and a
high school choral teacher engaged to be married. She always made it a
practice to instill faith in her students, faith that they and God could handle
anything. One night, exhausted, she fell out of her bed, landed on her head
and was immediately paralyzed from the neck down. She admitted she
asked God why. Working through it she said God whispered to her soul that
we do not select the songs of our life, but if we trust him, we can still make
beautiful music.

She wasn’t too sure. She wondered if she had the faith she had taught her
students. She did. Mike, her fiancé, married her. She now sings songs she
has written to prisoners, teenagers and church groups. She has formed three
youth choirs in her church. She looks at her whole life now, smiles and
says, “Now this is beautiful music!”

E. Hurt Can Draw Us Closer to Heaven

(Philippians 1:22, 23)
“The desire to break camp here and be with Christ is powerful. Some days |
can think of nothing better.” “The Message” Version

It’s amazing how much we prepare for this world and how little we think
about the world to come. | think of this when | see people jogging on
Sunday morning instead of going to church. We get emotional about heaven
when a loved one dies, but back in the rat race of life, heaven moves to the
back burner. It is only as this earth hurts us more and more that we begin to
“groan | rndawdl ¥ " e fargeaven (Rorhans 8).

James Dobson told of a television docudrama with three families, each of
which had been told that one of them would die soon of cancer. They
showed the shock, the tears, the unbelief, the anger, the acceptance and the
courage of the days and weeks that led up to death.

The family he remembered most was the very humble African American




pastor of a small inner-city church. He and his wife received the news
calmly. They thanked the doctor for his honesty and kindness. In the car
they joined hands, bowed their heads and recommitted themselves to the
Lord.

The TV camera recorded his last sermon to his little church. He said,
“Some have asked me if I’'m mad at God, but I have only love for Him. God
did not do this to me. We live in a world of suffering and sin and death.

Our Lord suffered for our sins so why shouldn’t I share some of His
suffering. I’m going to a better place where there are no tears, no suffering
and no heartache.” Then he broke out in a song. Those were his last words
to his people. We are sad for him and his family, but we don’t feel sorry for
them. They have a faith, a joy and a hope we admire.

F. Hurt Can Drive Us From God (Job 2:9)

Job’s) wife said to him, “Are you still holding on to your integrity?
Curse God and die!”” Blessings are not automatic. Job’s wife was made
bitter not better. Pain can drive us to God or erect a barrier between us and
God. It can drive us inward to discover hidden strengths or to self pity. It
can drive us to love and help people or to be jealous of their good fortune
and to actually hate them for having what we do not have.

Mark Twain had little use for religion. It is said that when he related one
time to his little daughter where he had been and who he had seen, that she
said, “Daddy. I’ll bet you know everybody but God.” Life’s sufferings,
especially when it came to his home as death took his wife, drove him not
just away from God, but against God. One of his last books was an attack
upon Christianity. He wrote that every year, millions who die,

“scoff at the pitiful world and the useless universe and violent, contemptible
human race.”

He wore his unbelief proudly but beneath the pride and anger was probably a

lonely, broken heart.
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SIMON PETER - THE ROLLER COASTER CHRISTIAN



“You are Simon, but from now on you will be called, “Peter” (Rock)
John 1:42

As a boy, Sir Walter Scott was left week and lame by a severe attack of
fever. Some misjudged him and thought he would never amount to much.
When he became a teenager, he visited in a home where some famous
literary guests were being entertained, including the poet Robert Burns. In
one room was a picture under which was written a beautiful bit of verse.
Burns asked who wrote it, but no one seemed to know. Timidly, Scott gave
the author’s name and quoted the rest of the poem. Burns was delighted.
Laying his hand on the young fellow’s head, he exclaimed, “Ah, my boy,
I’'M SURE YOU’LL BE A GREAT MAN IN SCOTLAND SOMEDAY!” From that
hour, Walter Scott was a changed person. That brief conversation set him
on the road to greatness. Someone believed in him and he believed in
himself.

Simon Peter was like this. On every New Testament list of the Twelve
Apostles his name comes first. He became one of the great champions of the
early church. In the early chapters of Acts he is the chosen leader of the
church. He stands like a giant oak against all opposition, preaches the
gospel with Pentecostal power, and when told to stop preaching or die- tells
them they can kill him if they want to but he will not stop.(Acts 1-5). Today
he is the best known and best loved of our Lord’s Twelve Disciples. The
Roman Catholic Church, without a shred of evidence, claims him as the first
Pope and to Protestants he is first in our hearts. The secret of his success is
found in his first meeting with Jesus. Jesus looked at him and nicknamed
him, “The Rock” or “Rocky”. He was a big mouthed braggart with more
bark than bite, but Jesus believed in him. We come to the Lord believing in
him; and putting ourselves in His hands, He believes in us.

HE BELIEVES WE CAN BE SAVED

Jesus came to save people like you and me. This was His mission- to get
us to turn to God for forgiveness; to give us the desire and power to live a
life pleasing to Him; and to take us to heaven when we die. The angel said
to His mother, “You will call His name Jesus (the Lord saves), for He will
save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1)

Peter did not reach such heights because of natural ability, wealth or
brilliance. He left much to be desired. He was ARROGANTLY SELF
CONFIDENT. He was the one who foolishly boasted that he would die
before he would deny Jesus and then denied Him more than any of the
Apostles. He always had to be first to speak or act. When Jesus tried to
warn him about over confidence, Clovis Chappell says it was like shooting a
BB gun at a battleship.



He was UNPREDICTABLE and UNRELIABLE. He, like us, was a
mixture. He was both wise and foolish with his words. One minute he
named Jesus as the “Son of the living God” and the next he telling Jesus
what He should and should not do. One minute he is walking on water and
the next he is sinking and yelling for help. One minute he was facing an
army with a sword in Gethsemane and the next he was backing down from a
servant girl.

Peter never got entirely away from this. His big sin was that in fear he
denied knowing Jesus with cursing to prove it. Jesus forgave him and made
him the leader of the Apostles but years later he gave in to peer pressure and
returned to Jewish acts of prejudice against Gentiles (Galatians 2). We never
get to where we do not fail because there is no perfection this side of the
grave. But neither do we get to where we quit trying not to fail the Lord.
But | submit that the best of him was dominant in his later years. He was far
more wise man than fool; far more hero than coward; far more faithful than
unfaithful and far more success than failure. This was because he put his
faith in Jesus and Jesus put His faith in him. Jesus took the weak clay of his
human nature and as the master Potter, fashioned him into what he became.

One mighty force in the ministry and method of Jesus is that He believes
we can be saved. No one else may believe it! We may not even believe it!
But praise God, He believes it. Jesus is no blind optimist seeing only the
goodness in men and women. He knew human nature was corrupt to the
core. He knows the heart of our problems is our self centered heart.

Others look at us and we look at ourselves and despair. He looks at us
and HOPES. He raked the gutter, said J. D. Jones, for His saints. He knows
nothing of hopeless cases or those too far gone to help. A soiled woman,
with five ex-husbands and a live-in boyfriend comes to the well. She comes
along because the “good people” of the town have nothing to do with her.
They are just waiting for her to die and go to hell and get what she deserves.
Jesus looks at her and what does He see? He sees a woman who can be
helped, who can be reclaimed for God and goodness, who can become a
home missionary, who can be saved! (John 4)

The great words of Christ’s gospel are, “You are ... You shall be.” He
has the “shall be” of hope for everyone. He took Mary Magdalene from the
“you are” of demon bondage to the “shall be” of peace. He took Zacchaeus
from the “you are” of dishonesty and greed to the “shall be” of fairness and
generosity. He took Saul from the “you are” of pride and hatred to the “shall
be” of humble missionary service. Friend, I don’t care what “you are,” Jesus
offers you a “shall be.” Put your faith in Him Who believes in you and you
can be saved. You can one day say with Paul, “By God’s grace I am what I
am” (1 Cor. 15:10).



Recently | heard Teddy Welborn, the country singer, say, “I was a slave
to alcohol. In eight years | had not had thirty sober days. But Jesus loved
me and set me free. I don’t know why He loved me and I can’t explain what
happened to me, but I love Him for it.”

HE BELIEVES WE CAN BE SERVANTS (Jn. 21:16)

Jesus called the Twelve and calls us not just to be “converts” but
disciples. A disciple is a learner; a follower of the Lord (Luke 14:27); and
one willing to “take up a cross” Too many so called Christians are satisfied
with forgiveness, with their “eternal fire insurance policy.” Genuine
salvation, which makes disciples, includes a life of service based on love for
Jesus. As Teddy Welborn said, “I love Him for it.” Jesus said, “As the
Father hath sent Me, so do send I you.” (Jn. 17:18). “As God trusted Me SO
do I trust you.”

There is a legend that when Jesus returned to heaven Gabriel met Him and
asked Him how he was going to get the message of His death out to all the
world. Jesus told him He had given that mission to eleven men. Gabriel
asked, “Lord, what if they fail? What other way will you use?”” Jesus said
quietly, “I have no other way.”

Annie Johnston Flint wrote:

He has no hands but our hands to do His work today
He has no help but our help to lead men in His way
He has no tongues but our tongues
To tell men why He died
He has no strength but our strength
To bring men to His side

This does not mean we will never fail or fall into sin. Peter denied
knowing Jesus, even with cursing. But Jesus after the resurrection appeared
to Him privately and took him back into His service. He probably had given
up on himself, but Jesus had not given up on him. Since church members are
often slow to forgive and quick to criticize, Jesus restored him publicly in
John 21. He sat down with him at breakfast on the shore, got him to
reaffirm his love and then made him a shepherd in the church, saying,
“Shepherd my sheep” (Jn. 21:16). No failure needs to be final.

No one is beaten till he lies
In the dust and refuses to rise

HE BELIEVES WE CAN BE SACRIFICERS (Jn. 21:18)



Our Lord has such faith in us that He believes not only that we can be
saved, and be servants, but that we can make unbelievable sacrifices for
Him. The clay of human nature can become a rock altar upon which we
place all that is nearest and dearest to us. At his public restoration Jesus told
him:

“When you were younger you dressed yourself and went were you wanted;
but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will
dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.”

The Apostle John explained this in verse 19, “Jesus said this to indicate the
kind of death by which Peter would glorify God.” Peter was a giant of a
man. In John 21 he drags a net full of fish to shore all by himself. He could
have played linebacker in professional football. He willingly gave his life for
the Lord who willingly gave His life for him.

We know from the Book of Acts that Peter was willing to die for Jesus.
King Herod executed his friend James with whom he had fished as a boy
(12:2). Then he threw Peter in jail and the night before his trial (and certain
execution) God sent a bright, shining angel to rescue him and Peter had such
peace about it that the angel had to shake him to wake him up.(12:3-19).

The historian Eusebius says that in the mid-60’s Peter’s wife was Killed
before his eyes. When they got ready to crucify him, Peter asked them to
crucify him upside down, saying, “I am not worthy to be crucified like my
Lord.” According to tradition, every one of the Twelve Disciples, except
John, died a violent death for Jesus.

Church history (Protestant and Catholic) is filled with this. Father Damien
ministered to lepers until he became a leper. Bill Wallace refused to leave
China and was murdered and buried in China. Dr. Claude Barlow, fighting a
plague in China that killed people at a terrifying rate, infected himself
voluntarily with a disease and checked into John Hopkins Hospital so they
could develop a cure.

There is an ancient legend about the sculptor Michelangelo. He had just
fashioned the beautiful figure of an angel out of solid rock. When someone
asked him how he did it, he answered, “It is easy. | see an angel hidden in
every stone and | bring it out. | take out everything that does not look like an
angel.” Isn’t this what Jesus does with each of us? He sees in us what no
one else sees. He sees the bad, loves us anyway, and helps us slowly get it
out. He believes things about us that no one else believes. He believes we
can be saved. He believes we can serve. He believes we can make heroic
sacrifices for Him. Our response should be first, “Have thine own way,
Lord / Have thine own way” and second, “I can do all things through Christ,
Who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13).



When a monster started shooting children in a one room Amish
School, one little 13 year old girl stood up as he raised the gun. To give
the others more time to be rescued, she said, “Please shoot me first.” Don’t
feel sorry for her. One of the first people in heaven to shake her hand was
the big fisherman, Simon Peter.



The story of sacrifice has been repeated over and over in the history of
the church. Christ takes selfish, scared human beings and turns them into
giants of heroism. A young boy who seems to be full of trivia goes to war
and throws himself on a grenade to save his buddies. We can’t believe it!
But Jesus can! Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the Lutheran Pastor who dies in a
German concentration camp, did not see his sacrifice as special. Before His
capture he had written, “When Jesus calls a man, He bids him come and
die.” Sacrifice, he says, is required for us all. Since we do not believe in
people we hide this call in our shallow evangelism, but Wayne McDill is
right, “God can only work His wonders in a life yielded to Him. When we
invite people to a cheap and easy acknowledgment of Christ, we cheat them
out of the riches of an abundant life.” Jesus tells us, “Do not hide the
demands of the gospel; people will give up everything, including life itself,
for Me.”

WHEN IT ISNOT RIGHT TO PRAY
Bob Marcaurelle

Jesus told us we should always pray (Lk. 18:1) and Paul said, "Pray
without ceasing™ (1 Th. 5:17). The paradox of this is that sometimes God
prohibits prayer and tells us prayer is improper. In our text God said to
Moses, "That is enough! Say no more to me about it" (Dt. 3:26). Today, let's
look at this and other examples when God says prayer is improper.

I. WHEN IT'S TIME TO ACT (Ex. 14:15)

The scene is the Egypt side of the Red Sea. Moses and his three million
slaves have left Egypt. Pharaoh, after letting them go, has a change of heart
and comes out with his army in hot pursuit. The Israelites, between an army
and an ocean, blame Moses. They cry out, "Is it because there are no
graveyards in Egypt that you have brought us out to die in this wilderness?"
(Ex. 14:11). As Pharaoh drew near, God said to Moses, "Why do you cry to



me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up your rod and stretch out
your hand over the sea and divide it." (14:15,16). In other words, don't
pray, go forward in obedience and faith.

God's people are always substituting prayer for action. We do not have
to pray about whether or not we are to witness to someone. We have a
mandate to witness to anyone and everyone. We may pray about the HOW
and about the OPPORTUNE TIME, but not about the act itself. | have heard
super spiritual saints tell me the Lord hadn't "led" them to witness to certain
people. Yes, He had. All they had to do was read Matt. 28:18-20. It's not
nice to hate, but | have a real problem not hating child abusers. Early in my
ministry | told God He would have to get someone else to love them and
witness to them. That was not my "ministry.” Well, God has placed two
such people in my life, during the past thirty years. Forced by my job to go
to them, I went like Jonah went to Nineveh, with a lot of bitterness and
nothing that resembled love. | am here to tell you that God gave me love for
both of these individuals and it was my privilege to help one of them die and
| fully expect to see him in heaven, fully forgiven and fully delivered.

Also, it is not right to pray over whether or not to tithe, to give one tenth
of your income to the work of God through the local church. 1 have heard
people say God led them to give part of their tithe to people like Billy
Graham and part to the church. I do not believe it, because God will not
lead you against what He has revealed in His word. And he taught Israel to
bring its tithes to the Temple storehouse (Mal. 3:10) to be distributed by the
priests. And in the New Testament we are told that the church is to put aside
offerings to help God's people (1 Cor. 16:2). Thank God for Billy Graham,
the American Cancer Society, American Leprosy Missions, St. Jude's
Hospital, etc. Help them! Support them! But don't disobey God's Word and
steal from God's church to do it. Let that be your offering above your tithe
to the church.

There are other areas - qualified young men, called to preach, free to
pursue an education, don't need to pray about going to seminary, they need
only to pray where they should go. People of God don't need to pray about
whether or not to attend church, but where to attend. To pray when action is
called for is improper. It is also improper. . .

II. WHEN GOD SAYS NO (Deut. 3:23-26)



Jesus Christ puts great value on persistence in prayer. He used the
present tense and said, "KEEP ON asking and you will receive KEEP ON
seeking and you will find. . ." (Matt. 7:7). Two of His parables picture this.
One is the pesky neighbor who kept on yelling in the middle of the night
until his neighbor gave him some food. Then, drawing a parallel, Jesus said,
"KEEP ON ASKING" (LK. 11:9). The other pictured a pesky widow who
kept badgering a crooked judge until he gave her justice in court. Jesus drew
this parallel, "Now will God not also judge in favor of His own people who
cry to Him day and night for help?" (Lk. 18:7).

The message is clear - KEEP ON PRAYING! But we must remember -
both of these requests, for bread and for justice - were right, legitimate
requests. When we are praying for something we know is God's will, like
praying for patience or love for a certain person, we must pray until the
answer comes. But when we are praying for something WE WANT but God
reveals it is not what HE WANTS, we must stop praying.

That was the case with Moses and with Paul. The background of our text
was the sin of Moses (Nu. 20). Angry with the people for their unbelief
when water gave out, he struck the rock when God told him only to speak to
it. Because of this disobedience, God told him he would die before Israel
entered Canaan and he would never set foot in it. He kept asking God to
change his mind until God said, "Moses, speak no more to me of this matter"
(Deut. 3:26).

We may find the same thing in Paul's prayer about his painful "thorn in
the flesh™ (2 Cor. 12). Paul said, "Three times | talked with the Lord
about this and asked Him to take it away but His answer was, "My grace is
all you need." (2 Cor. 12:8-9). Early in my ministry | agreed with those
commentators who said the number "three" meant "over and over and over
again,"” or countless times. Now I believe "three" meant "three."” This was a
serious problem with Paul and | believe he had three serious times or periods
or sea-sons of prayer about it. God somehow let him know the third time
that the decision was final and in essence said, "Paul, speak no more to me
about this. Don't pray for relief but for understanding about why | won't
remove it." | had the same experience with my being a minister of the
gospel. My first twenty years in the ministry | went through several deep
periods of discouragement and depression. On three separate occasions,
years apart, | begged God to take me out of the ministry. The third time,
through a close brush with death on the highway, God let me know in no



uncertain terms that the matter was closed and | was to speak to Him no
more about it. I've been depressed since then and have thought about
quitting, but I have never again brought it to the Lord. Prayer is improper
also. . .

l. WHEN WE MUST DEAL WITH SIN (Josh. 7:10-12)

When Joshua led the troops of Israel against the little town of Ai, they
were routed and sent running away in defeat. Joshua and the leaders of
Israel, tore their clothes and fell on their faces before the Lord and Joshua
prayed but we read, The Lord said to Joshua, Get up! Why do you lie on the
ground like this? Israel has sinned. | will not remain with you any more
unless you destroy the things you were ordered not to take." (Josh. 7:10-
11,12). The problem was, an Israelite soldier named Achan had stolen a
wedge of gold during the battle against Jericho, violating the Lord's
command, and God would not listen to their prayers, until he was punished
and the sin was removed.

This same principle runs all through the Word of God. We do not have
to be perfect to pray. Our Lord's pattern prayer tells us to pray, "Forgive us
our sins." (Matt. 6:12). We never go before the Lord without having
something in our hearts or lives that shouldn't be there. But we are not to go,
proud of our sins, in love with our sins, and stubbornly refusing to let go of
our sins. If we do, God says, "Stop praying. Deal with your sin and then
pray." The Psalmist said, "If | regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not
hear me" (Ps. 66:18). The "Good News Bible" translates that, "If | had
ignored my sins, the Lord would not have listened to me." Prov. 28:9 says,
"If you turn a deaf ear to the Law of God, your prayers are detestable to
Him." Jesus said, "If you are about to offer your gift at the altar and there
you remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there in front of the altar, and go and make peace with your brother. . ."
(Matt. 5:23-24).

Very few of us have powerful, deeply personal prayer lives. When was
the last time you jumped for spiritual joy because God had touched you with
an answered prayer? How long has it been since you had such a precious
time with the Lord that you hated to stop praying because you felt like you
could reach out and touch His face? How many have NEVER had such an
experience? We look for deep, dark reasons, but the answer might well be
simple disobedience. You say, "I'm not a bad person.” Sure you aren't.



Neither was Moses. He put up with more from the Jews than you or | would
have. But when he struck that rock God would not let him enter Canaan.
Little sins can clog the prayer line just as a grain of sand can clog the motor
of a new car. The Bible says, "Disobedience is like the sin of witchcraft." (1
Sam. 15:23)

Geoffrey King makes the frightening statement, "It may be, until some of
us put away sin in our life, God will never hear our prayers again." We go
to God neglecting church attendance, stealing His tithe, refusing to witness,
gossiping, listening to unholy music, harboring ill feelings, etc., etc., and
God says, "Stop praying until you are willing to put away the sins you know
are in your life." When we do get right we will know the joy of fellowship
with God and power in prayer. Listen to the aged Apostle John,

"Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence
before God and we receive from Him anything we ask, because we obey
His commands and do what pleases Him." (1 Jn. 5:21)

IV. WHEN SOMEONE IS TOO FAR GONE INTO SIN (Jer. 7:16,
1Jn. 5:16)

The strangest examples of prohibited prayer are those cases where God
tells some of His servants to stop praying for others because they are too far
gone into sin. He did this several times to Jeremiah. In Jer. 7:16 God says,
"Do not pray for these people. . . Do not intercede. . .for | will not listen to
you." God says through John the Apostle, "If anyone sees a brother
committing a sin that does not lead to death, he shall ask God and He will
give him life. . . There is a sin leading to death and | DO NOT SAY THAT
HE SHOULD ASK ABOUT THIS." (1 Jn. 5:16).

We find hints of this all through scripture. Jesus tells us not to cast pearls
before swine (Mt. 7:6). Jesus had nothing to say to Herod after he beheaded
John the Baptizer (Mk. 6; Lk. 23). Paul said, "Warn a divisive person twice
and then have nothing more to do with him" (Tit. 3:10). In Hosea we read,
"Ephraim
is joined to her idols, leave her alone.” (Nos. 4:17). And the sad verdict on
people in hell is, "He who is filthy, let him go on being filthy." (Rev. 22:11).

Friends, it's a terrible thing when someone gets beyond the reach of
mercy and beyond the power of prayer. | do not understand these strange



verses but | tremble before them. God has never led me to cease praying for
someone. | leave those orders to men like Jeremiah. | remember how
George Mueller prayed for all his lost family members and friends and had
two of them saved at his funeral and several more after his death. | keep
hoping when all hope seems gone. But deep in my heart sometimes | see
men and women who seem to have despised God so much that they have
sealed their fate.

With this in mind, | appeal to you, accept Christ before it is everlastingly too
late. It is wrong to pray about accepting Christ when you ought to accept
Christ. I grew up praying and some of my most remarkable answered
prayers came in my teen years. But in my early twenties | knew | was not a
Christian. | came face to face with a choice for or against Christ. Thank
God, | said "Yes!" to Jesus. Had I said "No!" | would have cut off all
fellowship with God. | realized that all my answered prayers before then
could be explained by Romans 2:4, "Surely you know the goodness of God
was to lead you to repentance.” God had given me blessings because He
wanted to give me salvation in His Son, the greatest blessing of all. That's
not something to pray ABOUT, that's something to pray for. The dying thief
did and he went to heaven (LK. 23:40-43). | love what the grand old hymn
says about this "sinner's prayer": "There is a fountain filled with
blood/Drawn from Emanuel's veins/ And sinners plunged beneath that
flood/Lose all their guilty stains/THE DYING THIEF rejoiced to see/That
fountain in His day/And there may I tho vile as he/ Wash all my sins away



UNCLE Louils AND THE SToCcK MARKET

“A person’s life does not consist in the abundant possessions he has.”
- Jesus in Luke 12:15

“I know what it is to be in need and/to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty
or in want. “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength. My God shall
supply all your needs. ”

(Paul- From Prison, Phil. 4:12-19)

| had a colorful uncle by marriage from the North Georgia mountains.
He loved to tell tall tales and trick city slickers who came there to hunt. He
did not have running water or an indoor bathroom, and all | ever saw him
wear were overalls. After much persuasion he was talked into visiting
Atlanta. When he returned and was asked how he liked it, he said, “I didn’t
see nothing I needed”.

Paul, who wrote Philippians from prison, was like that. Sadly, we are
not. Far too many in the church today, worship material things; and this
week on Wall Street, their god was knocked to his knees and the referee
started counting to ten. I don’t have a lot in retirement, but it is all | have;
so | was afraid it might disappear. Then the fear subsided, and I said, “So
what?” Art Linkletter once said, “I will never worry about material things as
long as | have the strength to dig a ditch and put food in my family’s
stomach and a roof over our heads.”

| know the economy is complex, but I also know we could all get by on
less. | had joy as a boy, when we had no car and walked to the grocery store
on Saturday; and two pair of blue jeans and four or five shirts, lasted all
year. People today would call that “poor”, but it wasn’t close to poor. You
can only eat one mouthful of food at a time; wear one pair of jeans at a time;
and live in one house at a time. When you are loved at home you are a
millionaire.

If we had to go back and live like that, some blessings would come.
Maybe we would be closer to God. Jesus said, “It is as hard for a rich person
to get into Heaven as it is for a camel to go through the eye of a needle”
(Matt. 19:24). This should scare most of us, because compared to other
people of the world, we are rich.

We might be healthier. Merle Haggard could be right,



“Are the good times, really over for good?
When a man could still work and still would!
When a girl could still cook and still would!”
Our children, living on fast food and creating health problems ahead in their
forty’s, would be better off eating green beans and peas grown in the back
yard.

Maybe we would slow down and enjoy life more. In the late 70’s, “Life
Magazine” did a study on the thousands of executives and professionals who
lost their jobs, but found manual labor jobs. When the recession passed
many chose to stay in them. One New York veterinarian stayed on the
loading dock, and when asked why, said, “I am sleeping all night for the first
time in 20 years.”

“If you put your nose to the grindstone rough,
and leave it down there long enough
These three will your world compose

You, the stone, and your ground down nose”

Maybe we could take more time for each other. | heard a preacher tell
this story. The racers at the starting line were ready. Eyes were on the track,
muscles were taunt, and hearts were beating fast. The gun sounded and off
they went, running as fast as they could. Suddenly, one runner fell flat on his
face, and blood poured from his face, knees and elbows. The other runners,
every one of them, stopped, went back, and helped their fellow runner up
and then finished the race.

When | heard this | thought to myself, “Yea, right! The preacher telling
this story needs to get out in the real world. You will never see this in our
dog eat dog, rat race where it’s every man for himself.” Then the preacher
said, “Maybe this is why they call it the ‘Special Olympics’.” Then I knew
he was right and the story was true. — Bob Marcaurelle, 2009

THANKSGIVING IN HARD TIMES

“In everything give thanks because this is God’s will /Give thanks always
for all things.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18 / Ephesians 5:20)

“Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and said; ‘This is My blood’.”
(Matthew 26:27-28)
Bob Marcaurelle, November 2009

This week on the Today Show there was a young mother whose face had
been disfigured in a plane crash and she was in the midst of many needed



operations. Her little girl was asked how it all affected her and she said,
“Mommy is nicer now.” This mother had received the blessing nobody
wants, but all of us need; the blessing of pain. It is easy to sing God’s
praises when all is going well; but what about when life caves in and our
hearts are breaking? Scripture says we are to seek to be grateful not only IN
bad times but FOR them. In every burden there is a hidden blessing. If we go
through pain and get nothing good out of it, we pay the price and buy
nothing.

A. Not Superficially

This is not a superficial “praise the Lord” that some dishonest Christians
use to mask their sorrow or even their anger. It is born out of the realization
of who we are and what we have in a right relationship with God. Jesus
could thank God because He knew God would be with Him (Isaiah 43:1-3);
the Holy Spirit would empower Him (Hebrews 9:12); His sufferings were
part of the will of God (Luke 22:42); they had purpose and would draw
people to God (John 12:32/Isaiah 53:10-11); and He knew the crown was
waiting on the other side of the cemetery (Hebrews 12:1-4).

B. Not Because We Understand

1. It Is Natural To Question God

Part of being human is the desire to make sense out of life. When we

believe God is loving and all powerful, most of us cannot help but ask Him
why we are hurting. There are four possibilities:
(1) We have brought it on ourselves. We drive 100 mph and break our neck
or drink alcohol to excess and destroy our liver or our home. (2) God sends
it or allows it as a punishment because we have sinned. He took David’s
baby (2 Samuel 11-13). (3) God sends it to prune us, not because we have
sinned but because we need to learn lessons that make us better people (John
15:1 / 2 Corinthians 12). (4) Sufferings come because we are part of the
human race. Job said, “Man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly
upwards.” (5:7). If Christians did not experience car crashes, cancer, and
kids on drugs; we could not build enough churches to hold all the people
who would come for the wrong reasons.

Most of the time we think we have done something wrong (Number 2
above) and are being punished, but the whole Book of Job was written to
disprove this as the primary reason. If God punished us every time we
sinned we would all be dead today. God woos us with His love (Hosea 11);



whips us in love (Hebrews 12:7-11); and in the end, if we do not repent, He
often takes us to heaven early (1 Corinthians 11:30 / Moses in Numbers 27).

2. It Is Alright To Question God
Jesus, on the cross, quoted the Psalmist and asked why
He suffered. (Matthew 27:26/ Psalm 22)
Job is 42 chapters of questions.

It is alright to question God. Jesus did. Before the cross He asked God if
there was some other way to bring humanity the power to be forgiven (Mark
14:35-36); and during the cross He wanted to know why it was happening
(Matthew 27:26).

People tell us it 1s not right to question God. This isn’t true. If we have
questions and pretend we don’t we are not being honest; and talking with
God honestly with our questions and even our complaints is how we grow in
our understanding of His ways. The Bible’s oldest and best treatment of this,
the Book of Job, is forty-two chapters of questions. One | like is, “God, why
do you use me for target practice?” (Job 7:20).

3. Our Task Is To Be Faithful

Jesus said of His mission, “It is finished” after He asked why (John
19:4/17:20). God is not obligated to give us answers. Much of the time He
calls us to “walk by faith and not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7).

Joseph spent years in one horrible situation after another. His brothers
threw him into a pit to die and then sold him into slavery. Even though he
refused the advances of his master’s wife because it was against the law of

God; he was put in prison for years (Genesis 37-44). In all this, he kept

doing right and is known as the most Christ like man in the

Old Testament. God finally showed up and gave him a high position in

Egypt, which he used to give food to his family in Canaan. When his

brothers were afraid he would take revenge, he told them they had nothing to
fear because they sold him and got him there; but “God had sent him”
ahead to save lives.” (Genesis 37-45:4)

C. It Can Make Us Better People

Romans 5:3-5
“We rejoice (and triumph*) in our sufferings because we know that suffering
produces endurance (we stand our ground*) and endurance produces




integrity (approved faith, tested character-the right kind of person*) and
integrity produces the joyful and confident hope of eternal salvation.”
(*Parenthesis = notes from the Amplified Bible)

1. Sympathy For Others (2 Corinthians 1:3-7)

“Blessed be/the God of all comfort (one who stands beside us to encourage
and help) /who comforts us in our troubles so we are able
to comfort those in any affliction with the
same comfort with which we ourselves
were comforted by God.”

Until we walk where others walk, we usually don’t care much about what
they are going through. This is why so many people who experience tragedy,
start support groups to help others like themselves. Until we hurt we are not
much help. We are like the Queen, who, when told her people were
starving, said, “Let them eat cake.”

We put on our cars, “I fight poverty — I work!”” and never give a thought
to those who need transportation to get to work. Sympathy leads to action,
the positive love of the “Good Samaritan” (Luke 14). Sympathy has been
defined as “your pain in my heart.”

2. Faithfulness In Spite Of Pain

The term “endurance” means “to remain under”. The idea is that we can
quit serving God and man, and living right, any time we want to; but we
don’t do it. We are like the man who welded his weather vain so it would not
turn. When asked why, he said; “No matter which way the wind blows, |
want it to point north.” The three Hebrew boys facing death in the furnace
for not bowing down to an image, said to the king:

Daniel 3:17-18
“Our God is able to deliver us, but even if He doesn’t, we will
not worship the image.”

3. Assurance Of Salvation (Romans 5:5)

Refusing to leave our post when the going gets rough gives us “tested
character” and the “confident hope of eternal salvation”. We have
assurance of salvation. Tested under fire, we know our conversion was real.




Peter compares it to burning off the worthless ore, until the pure gold is seen
(1 Peter 1).
Jesus said false Christians “fall away when
trouble or persecution comes” (Matthew 13:21). The theme of
Job is that no matter how much we suffer the true child of God will keep
believing and serving. Job said, “Though He slays me, I will
still put my hope in Him.” (13:15). When asked if they would leave,
like others were doing, the Apostles said, “Where would we go,
you have the words of eternal life.” (John 6:68).

4. Closeness to God (Job 42:5)

It was after his suffering and barrage of questions to the Almighty, that
Job said, “I had heard of You / but now I see You.” (Job 42:5). The
Psalmist said, “When I was in distress I sought the Lord”(Psalm 77:2).
M.R. Dehaan commented, “We never learn to pray---really pray---until there
1s nothing left to do but pray.” This is true of almost everyone; but most of
the time, God, to them, is little more than a spare tire they turn to in
emergencies. To us, He is our traveling Companion holding a map and
telling us which way to go. We feel like the Israelites in the desert. The way
Is hard and sometimes confusing, but God is our leader. Moses said of the
forty years:

Deuteronomy 8:3-5
“He allowed you to hunger /and fed you /so you might know that
man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from God.”

5. Appreciation For Heaven (Romans8:18)

Paul’s sufferings began when he became a Christian (Acts 9). He was
beaten, slandered, shipwrecked, and suffered constantly from chronic pain (2
Corinthians 4; 12). And he said of heaven in,

Romans 8:18
“I consider the sufferings of this present life,
are not even worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed.”

Heaven is not “pie in the sky by and by.” It is the only thing that makes
this trail of tears we call life, make any sense. It is an incentive to keep on;
knowing that our work is “net in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58).

And old missionary returning home by ship saw a band and a



crowd on the dock. He thought, “They didn’t forget me.” Getting
off the ship he saw the band was for some returning celebrity.
He rode in a cab to his little hotel room and had a “pity party”.
He felt no one cared that he had given his life, and buried his wife
and two of his children for foreign missions. Then God spoke to his
heart saying, “Don’t you know why there was no band to
welcome you home? It is because you are not home yet.”

D. It Can Make Us Bitter People

Thankfulness and joy are not automatic. Job’s wife suffered exactly
what her husband suffered, and when she told him to “curse God and die”
(Chapter 1) she was no doubt on the verge of doing just that. Job worked
his way through his hurt by being honest with his questions and complaints
to God. We can only hope she did. Not all do, and not all Christians do.
King Asa was one of the finest servants God ever had, but life’s problems
beat him down and somewhere he either felt like God let him down, or grew
bitter against God. When he was dying the Bible says:

2 Chronicles 16:11-13
“In the thirty-ninth year of his rule he got a
very bad foot disease; but he relied on
the doctors and refused to ask the Lord
for help. He died two years later.”

It is tempting to write him off as a counterfeit Christian, but that may not
be the case at all. A lot of Christians shrivel up into cheap imitations of the
real thing as they wallow in self pity and miss the joys of Christian living.
Remember: Suffering can make us better, but it can also make us bitter. Itis
not what happens to us in life that matters, but what we let happen to what
happens to us. One man’s girlfriend leaves him and he turns to the bottle.
Another man’s girlfriend leaves and he writes “The Tennessee Waltz” and
becomes a millionaire.

“Two men looked out of prison bars;
One saw the mud the other the stars.”

“I walked a mile with pleasure
She chattered all the way;
But | was none the wiser

For all she had to say.



| walked a mile with sorrow
And not a word said she;
But oh, the things | learned
When sorrow walked with me.

“THE CHRISTIAN AND SUICIDE”

Bob Marcaurelle
(2 Sam. 17:23)

SUICIDE IN OUR SOCIETY

A terrible fact in our day and in all the days before us is that individuals
choose to take their own lives, either by their own hand (suicide) or with the
help of another (Euthanasia- Assisted suicide). Today (2005 A D) there are
about 11 suicides for every 100,000 people. The rate is the same for
teenagers and rises rapidly, however with age. Americans over 65 make up
13% of the population but produce 1/5, 20% of all suicides. For every senior
who kills himself three others attempt suicide and fail. Among young adults
there are 200 attempts for every successful suicide. The real tragedy is not
found in the statistics but in the guilt and shame of loved ones left behind,
who tend to blame themselves and in the Christian thinking that says all
suicides damn themselves for all eternity.

SUICIDE IN THE SCRIPTURE
There are six recorded suicides in the Bible...



1) Ahithopel, when his advise was rejected (2 Sam. 17:23)
2) Zimri, to escape capture in war (1 Kn. 16:18)
3) Abimelech, to hasten death from a wound inflicted
by a woman asked his armor bearer to kill him and he did
(Jud. 9:54). (Assisted suicide.)
4) Samson pushed a building down, by God’s strength, killing
himself and his enemies (Jud. 16:23)
(Note: This is probably heroic sacrifice and not suicide.)
5) King Saul and his Armor Bearer, to escape capture
(1 Sam. 31:4-5).
6) Judas, in remorse for betraying Jesus (Matt. 27:3-5)

The Absence of Condemnation: With the exception of Judas, these acts
are recorded with no rebuke or condemnation of their actions. And in the
case of Judas, Peter’s condemnation was not of his suicide but of his
betrayal of Jesus (Acts 1:17-18). This does NOT mean however that the
Bible condones it and does not consider it wrong. Every major branch of
Christianity sees suicide as sinful.

SUICIDE AND SIN

Christians throughout the ages have considered suicide a sin for four basic
reasons. (1) It usurps the place of God as the Creator and Owner of all
things including our bodies and our lives. (2) It is a violation of the Sixth
Commandment, “Thou shall not kill!” (Ex. 20) (3) For the Christian it is a
violation of the Lordship of Christ over our lives. As followers we give
Jesus ourselves all the way to the grave. Suicide is going from “Thy will be
done!” to “My will be done!” (4) Finally, it hurts others. Every person who
takes their own life is overwhelmed by loneliness and sees life as not
worthwhile. The person’s loved ones almost always feel guilty, wondering
what they might have done to make the person feel so bad and what they
could and should have done to help.

THE DEFINITION OF SUICIDE:

Calling suicide a sin we must carefully define we do NOT mean. And here
there are differing opinions.

1) Sacrifice For Others. Heroic self sacrifice for others is_giving one’s
life, not taking it. Jesus Christ Himself said no man will take His life, He
laid it down for us (Jn. 10:18). He even said, “Greater love has no man
than this; that he lays down his life for his friends.” (Jn. 15:13) Soldiers
are sent on “suicide missions” and we rightly honor them as heroes.



2) Refusing Medical Help In The Name Of Faith. Certain misguided
Christians refuse medical help in the name of faith. Jehovah’s Witnesses for
example will die rather than have a blood transfusion. This should probably
not be classified as suicide.

3) Refusing To Prolong Life Medically. Close to this is the person who
believes the medical profession is only prolonging his or her life and
chooses to refuse further help. It is much harder here to distinguish between
when this is wrong and when it is right. When the extended life involves
great pain and is usually costing loved ones a great deal financially and
emotionally many good and godly people choose to refuse any further
medical help.

Is this a sin? Is it a form of self murder? Many Christians say yes,
believing no matter how great the pain or how poor the quality of life, we
have no right to give up our life. We should, under the Lordship of Christ,
take whatever pain comes our way. Others however realize how the medical
profession has made such advances, that what for centuries, were normal
deaths, can now be postponed for months or even years. As | write this, the
great Baseball player Ted Williams’ family is going to court over whether or
not to freeze his body so he and some of them can reunite here on earth
when and if science can cure aging and disease. Even the Bible says,
“There is... a time to die.” (Eccl. 3:1-2)

Here, no hard and fast rules can be made, and we must allow people who
make such decisions to be judged only by God. A famous, robust movie star
several years ago learned he had incurable cancer and a few weeks later took
his own life. About that same time, a man in my church, taking chemo, after
it made his life miserable, stopped taking it because he knew it was not a
cure. He had six good months with his family instead of eleven or twelve
months of misery. Each case is different. There ARE what seem to be pitiful,
agonizing legitimate cases where we ourselves feel we might make the same
decision. But we must also remember that life is precious, that many great
witnesses for Christ are made from sick-beds and that whatever we do, is
done with prayer and in agreement with the Lord. The truth is most people
will fight for life no matter how hard life gets. An aside to this is the
“Living Will” where people decide ahead of time what they will not allow
when death is near. Once again, this is between the individual and God. And
once again, | have seen people with living wills, when they get in the
hospital facing death, change their minds.




SUICIDE AND SALVATION

A troubling question for many is whether or not a person who takes their
own life can go to heaven. The Roman Catholic Church in the past, and
many conservative and Pentecostal groups in the American South, have
taught that suicides cannot go to heaven. This view is probably wrong for
the following reasons...

() The Rational Mind Factor. Most of us, in the face of someone’s
suicide, say something like this, “They were not in their right mind. A
person in his right mind would not commit suicide.” Usually, this is said
very weakly. It is only a vague hope. But we are probably closer to the
truth than we realize. The vast majority of suicides suffer from
depression. My mother, when | was 18, put a shotgun to her heart and
pulled the trigger. By God’s grace, she did not die. Her reason, stated in a
letter, made no sense. She said she did it so as not to be a burden to me. My
mother suffered from Manic Depression. Most suicides suffer from
depression and half of all depression is genetic. It is an illness. My mother,
having lost all rational thought was no more guilty of self murder than if she
had died of cancer. She was out of control.

What about the other half, the 50% of depressed people who are that way
because of bad choices in their lives. Well, no matter what the reason for
depression, genetic or lifestyle, the end results are the same- the loss of
rational thinking. Some Christians, overwhelmed by life’s blows, take their
eyes off Christ, like Peter did while walking on the water, and sink into the
hell of depression. (Mt. 14:30) Some Christians, like David (2 Sam.11)
commit great sins; lose their joy and sink into the same hell. Listen to David
describe how he felt after he committed adultery with Bathsheba and had her
husband killed. He said, “When I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long...My strength was sapped as in the
heat of summer.” (Ps. 32:3-4) This is a perfect description of severe
depression. And here, the real sin is lack of faith in the trials of life or lack
of obedience in the temptations of life. Depression is the symptom, the end
result. If a Christian eats all the wrong foods, smokes several packs of
cigarettes a day, is 100 pounds overweight, gets no exercise and dies young,
he has slowly killed himself. The sin was not his death. That was the
symptom and the natural punishment. The same could be said of suicide,
because once a person gets low enough into depression, even though he or
she caused it, they are out of control. They have lost their capacity of think




rationally. And few of us believe God will hold a person accountable for
what they cannot help.

(2) The Salvation Factor. The second consideration comes from Scripture
and has to do with the nature of salvation and how it relates to sins,
including the sin of suicide. It teaches first that ( a.) True Christians Can
And Do Commit Terrible Sins. Peter denies he knows Jesus with cursing
(Lk. 22:57) and years later shows prejudice toward the Gentiles Christians
by refusing to eat with them (Gal. 2). David commits adultery with another
man’s wife and then has her husband killed. (2 Sam. 11) And the way he
did it, putting him in the front lines of battle and then leaving him, no doubt
caused many lIsraelite soldiers their lives. Lot after the death of his wife and
the loss of his home and possessions gets drunk and has sex with his own
daughters (Gen. 19:33). Noah got drunk and lay naked on the ground (Gen.
9:20).

(b) These Terrible Sins Did Not Forfeit Salvation. There is no indication
that Peter lost his salvation when he denied Christ. What Jesus did was ask
him if he still loved him enough to Pastor His people (Jn. 21). David, in the
hell of depression (Ps. 32), did not ask God to restore his salvation, but to
restore “the joy” of his salvation. Lot is called “righteous” by Peter, and
said his sins and those of Sodom “distressed” and “tormented his
righteous soul every day.” (2 Pet. 2:7-8). The true Christian can, in
weakness and even in moments of wickedness, can commit any sin a non-
Christian can, including the sin of suicide.

(c) The Absence Of A Prayer For Forgiveness Does Not Forfeit Salvation.
Many agree with what | just said but point out that a suicide does not get a
chance to ask the Lord for forgiveness. What we must remember is that
there are two kinds of forgiveness in the Bible, related to salvation. There
is Judicial forgiveness when we come to Christ. It makes us right with God.
We are “Holy ones” (Saints) which means we are acceptable to Him (Phil.
1:1etc.) We are “justified”, which means innocent in His sight.(Rom.
3:24, etc.) This only happens when we come to him for salvation. No one
in the Bible is justified or born again twice.

Once we are justified we become Children of God and part of the family of
God (1 Jn. 3:1) This is where Paternal forgiveness comes it. As children of
God we do wrong, and just like when our children do wrong, sweet
fellowship is broken. We then ask God to forgive us, not to save us all over



again, but to restore our close fellowship with Him. David gives the heart
and soul of this when he asks God to restore the joy of his salvation (Ps.51).
Peter gives the spirit of a sinful Christian wanting restored fellowship when
he tells Jesus, “Lord, you know that I love you!” (Jn. 21) Sin can break
our fellowship with God, but not our relationship. When our children do
wrong they are still our children. It is the same with our heavenly Father.
The Lord’s Prayer (Mt. 6:9). It is of the greatest importance, that in the
prayer our Lord teaches us to pray, “The Lord’s Prayer”; He tells us to say,
“Our Father” before we say, “forgive us our sins”. When we sin as His
children we are still His children. He is still our Father.

(d) The Presence Of Persistent Sin Can Indicate The Lack Of Salvation and
Maybe Even No The Loss Of Salvation. We must be very careful here and
not give people who take their lives false hope. The presence of sin in a
person’s life, if present over a period of time, can indicate the absence of
salvation. The Bible says, “No one who is born of God will habitually
practice sinning.” (1Jn. 3:10 See the Amplified Bible. The Greek here
means sinning as a habit and way of life.)_The terrible truth is that a person
engulfed in sin does not know for sure whether or not they are saved and
shouldn’t. Our call from God is to repent and turn to Him and serve Him. I
believe deeply in eternal security, once saved always saved, but I don’t
believe in my salvation and eternal security enough to feel safe in sin. |
think some Baptists have given many people the false hope of salvation as
they base it on some past (conversion ?) experience instead of the fruit of
their present lives. Jesus said we know true Christian by their fruits (Mt.
7:16) and James said, “Faith without works is dead.” (James 2).

What about this idea of losing salvation? Well, even though | believe in
eternal security, | also know there are some passages in Scripture that warn
Christians of a possible apostasy (turning away from Christ) that can lead to
hell, and I know many devout Christians like John Wesley have taught it.
Hebrews 6 warns those who have tasted the heavenly gift and turn away,
that they cannot be brought back to repentance. The Bible talks about such
things as “receiving God’s grace in vain” (2 Cor. 6:1), “believing in
vain”, being saved only if we “hold fast” to the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-2) and
having our ”names removed from the book of life” (Rev. 22:19). The NIV
says losing our share in the tree of life, but the meaning is the same- we miss
out on heaven.



I don’t know about you, but verses like this scare me and help keep me
faithful to God. We are not sent to hell for any “sin” including the sin of
suicide. We go there because we commit the unpardonable sin (Mt.
12:31) of rejecting the Holy Spirit’s witness about Christ and being
converted by Him and receiving the born again life of repentance and faith.
The Pharisees thought Jesus was in league with the devil. Unable to tell
right from wrong because of their hard hearts, Jesus called this blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit. It is a state of heart that rejects Jesus.

Every Christian, says Paul, should “examine himself to see if he really is
in the faith” (2 Cor. 13:5). Part of this examination will be to turn from any
sins we find. Christians should serve primarily out of love for Christ, but we
also need the holy fear that keeps us from committing any sin, including the
sin of suicide, IF WE HAVE THE CHOICE. Most people who take their
lives are so mentally and emotionally injured that they don’t have a choice.
If you read this or any work on suicide and DO have the choice, you commit
suicide or any other terrible sin at great risk to your eternal destiny. This is
not because of the particular sin of suicide, but in having a character and a
will that is not under the controls of Christ.

Note: I have inherited my mother’s predisposition for depression and have
been on mild anti-depression and anti-anxiety medicine for years. This is
God’s provision for an illness, every bit as much as medicine for high blood
pressure. Also | have many choices in my lifestyle, like forgiving others and
myself, that keep me from depression. So | depend as much on Christian
living, as | do medication. If you are depressed, it is nothing to be ashamed
of. Your first step should be to see a good medical doctor and get a
thorough physical. He will guide and help you take the medical steps. You
should also commit to living the Christian Life, especially when it comes to
anger management and loving others. You should busy yourself helping
others. Hard physical labor and strenuous walking also help. Most of all
you should pray for deliverance from your heavenly Father. If you are not a
Christian, you should give Jesus your sins to forgive and your life to control.
For any further help on depression, or for information on other books,

booklets and tapes, please write:
Bob Marcaurelle,
2003 Lynn Ave.,
Anderson, S. C. 29621



Facing The Tragic Death
Of A Loved One

BoB MARCAURELLE

“Our brothers, we want you to know the truth about those who have died so you
will not be sad (grieve) as are those who have no hope.”

(1 Thessalonians 4:13)

When and old person dies we are sad, but mostly joyful about their
release from suffering or old age. But when death takes one we love in some
tragic manner, long before their time; we experience pain that seems
unbearable. Psychologists tell us the worst pain in life is the loss of a child
and most of us would agree. Grief, the term for this pain, is the price we pay
for love, and the closer the bond, the deeper the hurt. The Bible does not tell
us not to grieve, but to grieve like people to whom the Lord has given the
hope of heaven.

Some misguided souls tell us it is selfish to grieve because we should
rejoice over the good fortune of the dead. My question is, “Have they shed
their humanity in becoming Christians?”” The first tears mentioned in the
Bible are those of Abraham when Sarah died (Genesis 23). Matthew Henry
says, “When the body is planted it should be watered.” God bless him for
saying that. God gave us tear ducts and expects us to use them. Grief is the
way we say to our loved one, “I love you; I miss you; you were special; no
one will ever take your place; and I am sorry I won’t see you until we meet
again in heaven.” How then should we grieve?

A. Face the Facts

1. Death

The Bible says, “It is appointed to man (human beings), first to die, and
after that comes the Judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) People die. From the day
Adam and Eve were shaken beyond belief at the sight of their boy’s body
(Genesis 4), human beings have gone to cemeteries.

It is amazing how we ignore bad things until they happen to us. We see
men and women dying in Afghanistan and change the channel to watch
Andy Griffin. But when our son or daughter dies there, a million questions
about that war, about God, about Christianity, fills our days and nights. It is
the same with death in general. When our neighbor’s child dies, we do not
cry out in anguish, “Why God, why?” In fact we might sit in judgment and
criticize them for letting him ride his bicycle in the street. But when it



happens to us we will bombard heaven with our “Why God, why’s.” I am
not being critical; | am being honest. You and | are made that way.

In all suffering we need to move forward positively, from asking, “Why
me Lord?” to “Why not me? I am a part of humanity in this world of car
crashes and cancer.” Nowhere is this more applicable than when we look in
a coffin with our hearts broken seemingly beyond repair.

2. The Depths of Grief

No sorrow cuts as deep as a tragic loss of someone far before their time.
Edgar Jackson says, “The pattern of our days is shattered beyond recall.”
Death is an amputation. It is a fact about which we can do nothing. All our
tears, prayers and piety cannot erase the verdict, “He (She) is gone! He is
dead! He is not coming back!” This hits us like a sledge hammer and never
lets go of us. Grief is so painful and the loneliness is so unbearable that we
often envy the one who died. The peace of death seems far better than the
pain of being left behind.

3. The Complexities of Grief

1) The Differences Grief is a journey through a valley (Psalm 23) and for
each of us it is different. Because of our genetic makeup and life experiences
we handle things like this differently. One man | knew who lost his
daughter, would sink to the floor all during the time friends came to visit. He
wept and sobbed out loud from the time he heard the news of his daughter’s
death until I watched him leave the cemetery. Another father I know, did not
shed a tear, but kept talking about his daughter as though she was still there.
| never saw him cry. Does that mean he cared any less? No, a thousand
times, no! It means he handled this sledgehammer blow in the only way he
knew how.

2) The Common Denominators Pastors and counselors who walk with
people through grief do see, however, some common reactions. There seems
to be a predictable pattern and distinct stages. We must not make the mistake
of stereotyping everyone and squeezing them into a set mold. | am not you
and you are not me. Your stages may come in the opposite order from mine.
You may not even feel an emotion like anger, while that very emotion may
wipe another person out. Some may have all these symptoms and some only
a few.

We cannot stereotype the emotions, wrap all these stages up into neat
little compartments and face them one by one. C. S. Lewis, facing his grief
over the loss of his wife, wrote in A Grief Observed that the demons came at
him in no particular order, spinning him around, leaving and coming back.
He says, in grief, “Nothing stays put.”



C. S. Lewis, A Grief Observed (New York: Bantam Books, 1961) pp. 66, 67.
(From a wealth of material on this subject, I highly recommend the little book,
Good Grief by Granger E. Westberg.)

Initially there usually is shock and denial. Unable to accept the finality
we say, “This cannot be happening.” And for a long time we feel like it is all
a dream. Because of this, usually as Christians, there is confusion. We do
not know how to act. We are torn by conflicting emotions. We have faith
that God cares, but we are tortured by doubts that He doesn’t. We feel it is
alright to cry, but worry if people see it as a lack of faith. We rejoice that the
person we love is with God, but we want them with us.

There is the desire to explode emotionally. We are caught in the tension
of “holding ourselves together” or “letting ourselves go”. Like a volcano,
we want to blow no matter what people may think or say. Often, we don’t do
it because in our society and in our churches we are supposed to “hold
ourselves together”. The fact that we are Christians makes it tougher. Job
calmly said, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the name
of the Lord.” (Job 1:21) We give him and “A+” in spirituality, but that was
not how he really felt. In chapter three he explodes emotionally and
theologically and keeps it up for almost 40 chapters.

We put pressure on ourselves to keep up our image of being “good”
Christians. With a thousand doubts screaming to be heard, we deny our
grief; smile, and calmly say, “God never makes a mistake.” If in an
unguarded moment, a word of doubt sneaks to the surface; we usually have a
“good” Christian friend, like Job had, ready to say, “You know Bob, God
never makes a mistake.” We bury our true feelings because they are not in
keeping with our concept of a “good” Christian.

Now it is certainly true that God never makes a mistake. But it is not true
that good Christians will always feel that He never makes a mistake. When
life tumbles in we will feel things like pain, bitterness, anger, fear,
frustration and depression. Such feelings must be honestly admitted and
openly dealt with or they will surface in harmful, pathological, damaging
ways.

The desire to explode is not usually constant, but seems to come and go
like the waves on the seashore. Without warning there wells up within us an
uncontrollable urge to express our grief. My advice is let it go. Cry until you
can’t cry any more. Beat your pillow until you can’t beat your pillow any
more. Get your best friend, one who will listen without judging or preaching,
and talk to them until you can’t talk any more. Go out into the woods or get
into the shower and scream until you can’t scream any more.



When the funeral is over and people go back to their lives as though
nothing happened, almost everyone goes through the feeling of loneliness
and depression. The house may be filled with people, but we are alone. We
know people care but wonder if they really understand our hurt. In time this
brings on despair and depression. For some there will be anger. We can be
mad at what happened; for the fact that we can 't do anything about it; at the
doctors; at our friends for going back to their lives or for saying the wrong
things; or at God.

Finally, we somehow reach not the end of the hurting, but the end of the
unbearable hurt. One day we wake up, and as we do in all of life’s other
tragedies, know that life goes on and we have to and will go on. A new term
for this is finding “a new normal.” The only hope in grief’s dark hour is that
our despair and depression will pass. We do not think it will, but it will. We
do not think life is worth living, but it is. We do not think we can go on, but
we can. Time is the great Healer, not of hurt, but of unbearable hurt.

B. Face the Future
“We know that all things work together
for good.” (Romans 8:28)

In Genesis 23 Abraham wept over his wife and then went on with his life.
He married another woman. One man carved on his wife’s tombstone, “The
light of my life is gone.” When he remarried six months later, someone
scratched below it, “He struck another match.”

The grief experience has the power to crush the life right out of us. The
old saying is true, “In bereavement, it is often the survivor who dies.” We
have all known people in grief who have drawn into a shell and moved from
living to merely existing. They are a burden to themselves and everyone
around them. On the other hand there are those who grieve deeply, keep
their mental and spiritual balance, and go on to live richer, fuller lives. And
they do it not in spite of their grief experience, but because of it. Working
though the grief process can make us stronger, better, more loving people.

1. Gratitude

One of the healthiest things we can do is remember the person and all the
good times we had, and to be thankful for them. It is said of romantic love,
“It 1s better to have loved and lost, than never to have loved at all.” This
applies well here. The day you can laugh about something you did together,
you are on your way to new life. We can be grateful for the friends and



family we still have. How sad it is to stop appreciating them and turn our
backs on them as we wallow in self pity and loneliness.

2. Forgiveness

We must forgive ourselves for not being perfect. Who of us can look in a
coffin without saying, “O God, why did I do thus and such?” or “Why did I
not do thus and such?” We all have done and said things we regret. Accept
God’s forgiveness and then accept the forgiveness of the one now in heaven.
They were not perfect and would be the first to admit it.

It is not right to talk with the dead (Deuteronomy 18:11), but we can talk
to the Lord, trusting Him to tell those we loved and lost, anything they need
to know.

My mother and | found it hard to get along. We said and did many unkind
things to each other. Knowing the regret and guilt could ruin my life as a
husband, father and Pastor; | knew that would be the last thing she would
want. | went to her coffin in the funeral home and stayed about an hour,
talking to the Lord. | confessed my wrongs and asked for and accepted her
forgiveness and the Lord’s. I even talked about the things she had done to
me and gave her my forgiveness. That was one of the highest and most
beautiful hours of my life. | still have moments of regret, but | can hear my
mother say, “Bobby, I understand. I love you. There is nothing to forgive. I
was as lousy a parent as you were a son. The best thing you can do for me is
to go on with your life and be a good and a happy person. The worst thing
you could do would be to ruin your life and happiness because of me.” If we
keep holding on to our guilt we actually insult the one we love by refusing to
accept their forgiveness.

We also need to get rid of the guilt of going on, the guilt of being happy
again when life begins to take on new meaning. We often feel we owe it to
our loved one, to

prove our love by being miserable. How sick is that? It too is an insult to
their love.

Pastor E.V. Hill remarried after his wife died and said, “I have two wives.
One is in Houston and one is in heaven; and that is close enough!” He
wasn’t making light of his love for his first wife or the tragedy of her death;
by his desire to bring laughter he was going on with life as God, his family,
his wife in heaven, and those of us who loved and respected him, would
want him to.

We are often angry at friends who “say the wrong things” when they try
to help. The best way to overlook this is to remember you and | might say
the same shallow things because we wouldn’t know what to say either.
Vance Havner said of the death of his wife:



“Whoever thinks he has the ways of God conveniently tabulated,
analyzed and correlated with convenient, glib answers to ease every question
from aching hearts; has not been far in this
maze of mystery we call life and death.”

Vance Havner, Though | Walk Through the Valley,

(Old Tappan, NJ: Revell, 1974), p. 67.

3. Trust

Christians, unlike those who leave God out of their lives, must not only
go through the hell of loss, but the hell of interpreting our hurt in the light of
God’s will. We may carry crushing questions all the way to the grave. Elie
Wiesel wrote a book called “Night” expressing his loss of faith when called
to go through the Holocaust as a child. When he regained his faith and wrote
a book called “Day” he was asked if he now believed. He said, “Yes, |
believe in God but I am still mad at Him about the Nazis.”

Even Jesus and the Psalmist asked, * My God! My God!
forsaken me?” (Psal m Wexhould haxesenough datth ia
God to be honest; and to believe there is some answer or purpose even
though we may never know it until we get to heaven. We must go on serving
Him with our questions unanswered. When Pastor Thomas Chalmer’s wife
died, he asked in his first sermon after her death: “Should I turn away from
God? In heaven’s name, where could I go?” It is alright to question God;
the problem is He does not usually answer. This is where faith comes in as
we say:

“I will not doubt, though all my ships at sea
Come drifting home, with broken masts and sails;
| shall believe the Hand which never fails,
For seeming evil, worketh good for me;

And though I weep because these sails are battered

Still will I cry, while my best hopes lie shattered,
‘I trust in Thee!””

Ella Wheeler Wilcox, Faith, (Hammond, Indiana, Rand McNally & Company).
Used by permission.
4. Ministry and Purpose

Paul wrote, “Let us give thanks to God / the God of all comfort. He helps
us in our troubles, so that we are able to help others / using the same help
that we ourselves have received from God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3-34) No
matter what happens to a Christian, our duty is still to serve the Lord. When
William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, went blind, he said to his
nephew, “I have served the Lord 80 years with my sight, now I will serve
Him without it.” We can be of great help to others in grief, taking the
lessons and help we received from God and sharing it with them.



L. D. Johnson, chaplain of Furman University, lost his daughter Carole in
a tragic accident that took her life when she was twenty-three years old. Ina
beautiful book, The Morning After Death, which dealt with this, he talked
about the beneficial effects of his grief. He talked about how his trip through
the valley of grief has made him a better person. He said it helped him
appreciate life, both for himself and for his other loved ones. Knowing how
soon and how suddenly we, or one we love, can be taken away, grief can
teach us to treasure little moments and events in our relationships.

Most of all he says, we can become ministers to others who grieve. He
says, “The healthy-minded griever who has returned from the ranks of the
grief-stricken can be a valuable ally to fallen comrades. Not only is he living
proof that one can survive the most terrible assaults, but also he may be a
veteran with a kit of very useful survival tools.”

O strengthen me, that, while I stand
Firm on the rock, and strong in Thee,
I may stretch out a loving hand
To wrestlers with the troubled sea.

There is a sense in which we can minister to the one we lost. We can
carry on some of the work they started. When Bill Cosby’s son stopped to
help a stranded motorist and was murdered by the side of the road; Cosby, in
his eulogy said, “My son was my hero.” Rev. Rufus Jones lost his teenage
son and later recounted the time he heard him talking with his friends when
he was about ten year old. They were discussing what they wanted to be
when they grew up and when it came time for his son to speak, he said,
“When I grow up I want to be just like my Daddy.” Is there any greater
compliment for a good parent? Jones knew who his son was as a human
being and said, “I want to spend the rest of my life being just like my boy,
doing those things | believe he would have done, and standing for those
things I believe he would have stood for.”

5. Hope

The night before He died, Jesus saw the sadness of His disciples when
they knew He was going to die and said, “Don’t let your hearts be troubled.
You believe in God, so believe in Me. In My Father’s house are many rooms
/ 1f 1 go, I will prepare a place for you; I will come again to receive you to
Myself so where I am, you may be also.” (John 14) True of Jesus, this is true
of us. Our loved ones have only gone before us to the home Jesus has
prepared and when we die, they and the Lord will be there to greet us.

The week | preached this sermon, September 2009, Ruby Walls died. Her
husband, Alvin, who died a few years before, pastored Concord Baptist



before me. In the assisted living home, she had not spoken in years; but right
before she died, she said, “Alvin”, and went home. Heaven is not “pie in the
sky by and by”. It is the only thing that makes this life make any sense or
have any purpose. That is why we can grieve, but do not have to do it like
those with no hope in Christ. Give Jesus your sins to forgive and your life to
change and control and you too will have this hope. The criminal next to
Jesus prayed and Jesus told him, “Today you will be with Me in heaven
(paradise).” (Luke 23) God and heaven are only a prayer away.
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THE SIN OF ANGER
Bob Marcaurelle

"If you churn milk you get butter, if you twist a nose you get blood,
and if you stir up anger you get trouble." (Proverbs 30:33)

THE SERIOUSNESS

Anger is both strange and serious. It is strange because we all do it; most
deny doing it; and a few of us call it a sin. We brag about it like the man
who said, “I weigh 130 pounds. When I’m mad, I weigh 200.”

To God anger is serious and sinful. The Bible repeatedly condemns it
and gives examples of its destructive power. It is the first sin expressed by
our evil nature outside of Eden (Genesis 4). God asked Cain why he was
mad. It kept Moses from entering the Promised Land (Numbers 20:10-13).
It is the sin that killed Jesus. The religious leaders were "angry" at Him
because He healed on the Sabbath (John 7:23) and the end result of their
anger was the cross.



Anger is a heart problem. In Galatians 5, Paul lists 17 foul works that
come from our evil nature and seven of them point to this sin.

HATRED is enmity or the natural, fighting instinct of the human heart.
VARIANCE points to conflicts that arise between people who are by nature hostile.
WRATH, the blazing anger or fits of rage, point to the harmful words and deeds
that come out of conflict. STRIFE means "factious" (Barclay) where the
angry person seeks support for his side. The result is SEDITIONS or "divisions"
where homes, churches, businesses, neighborhoods, countries, etc.,
form opposing, hostile groups. HERESY points to dissent that
crystallizes into settled hatred between groups.

Conversely, of the nine character traits of the Spirit led life, five point to
the conquering of this particular sin (Galatians 5:14-26).

LOVE, Paul says, is not irritable (1 Corinthians 13). PEACE is the absence
of conflict. PATIENCE, is literally "long tempered" in the Greek language.
GENTLENESS, according to Aristotle, is the mean between too much and too
little anger. And SELF CONTROL, which means "to take hold of", is most
often used in our language in the context of anger as we speak of
"controlling™ our tempers.

Anger is a home problem. David and Vera Mace, after almost a half a
century of marriage counseling in America, said; "The number one cause of
divorce in our nation is plain, old-fashioned anger.” Anger is a problem in
the House of God. Paul, in 2 Corinthians 12:20, wrote the Church at
Corinth:

"I'm afraid that when I come I may not find you
being what I want /there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger,
selfishness, slander, gossip, conceit and disorder."

This sounds like an autopsy of a church killed by angry people. One man
said, "The church is like Noah's ark. If it weren't for the storm on the
outside, we couldn't put up with the stink on the inside.” At home, at church,
at work, at play and in your neighborhood, this sin will wreck your life
quicker than any other. That's why an ancient proverb says:

"Whom the gods destroy, they first MAKE MAD."

THE SCRIPTURES

Psalm 37:8 says, “Refrain from anger and forsake wrath.” Proverbs 14:17 says,
“A quick tempered man acts like a fool.” My favorite verse is Ecclesiastes 7:9,
“Be not quick to anger, for anger lodges in the bosom of a fool.”
Ephesians 4:31 says, “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor
and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. And be kind
to one another.” James 1:20 says, “The wrath of man does not work the



righteousness of God.” Our Lord said “If we are angry at our brother,
we are in danger of the judgment. If we insult him we are in danger
of the council (a greater judgment). But if we call him RACCA, you fool,
you good for nothing; we are in danger of hell-fire.” (Matthew 5:21-22)

What about Jesus' anger at Pharisees (Mark 3:5)? What about His
driving out the money changers (John 2:13-25)? This is righteous
indignation, a virtue we all need but which few of us have. It is anger over
someone else’s nose being punched and 99.9% of our anger is over our own
nose being punched.

Abraham Lincoln, as a young man, saw a mother being sold away from
her child on the slave block. He clinched his fists and said,

"If I ever get the chance to hit this, I will hit it hard."

What about Ephesians 4:26, "Be angry and do not sin; don't let the sun
go down on your anger.” The Greek scholar A. T. Robertson, calls this a
"conditional imperative™ which means, "WHEN YOU GET ANGRY" deal with
it immediately, before you do something foolish and harmful.

THE SOURCES

Anger comes from within. The Bible says, “Anger lodges in the bosom of
a fool ” (Ecclesiastes 7:9). No one can make us mad. They get out of us
what is already inside of us. (Some folks can flat get it out in a hurry) If we
have a heart full of Jesus, love and peace, we will not get angry. Where does
anger live inside us?

1. Fear of Failure-Insecurity (1 John 4:18) If | say two plus two is four
and you say it is five | won't be upset because | KNOW what two plus two
Is. But if you ridicule my reasons for believing the Bible is the word of God
or question my right to preach; the hair will bristle on my neck and we can
get a pretty good battle going, especially if you have some good arguments.
Politician Huey P. Long wrote in the margin of his speeches, “Argument
weak, shout!”

2. False Expectations (Luke 7:20) John the Baptizer boldly proclaimed
Jesus as the Messiah. When he was suffering in prison however, and Jesus
did nothing about it, he sent his disciples to ask, "Are you He who is to come
or should we look for another? ”(Luke 7:20). There could have been a lot of
hurt and a little anger behind this. We get angry with people because we
build false expectations and they don't live up to them.

All I ever wanted in a wife was for her to cook like Betty Crocker, be as
godly as Mrs. Billy Graham and look like a movie star. | got my image of a
wife from my grandmother and from Ozzie and Harriet on TV. A wife sings



all day while she does housework; looks like she just came from the beauty
shop; and has supper on the table every night at six.

| grew up doing EVERYTHING on Saturday (Going to the movie, the
grocery, the barber, etc.). My wife grew up in the big city and her family
stayed in the road every day. During the first few years of my marriage it
infuriated me to see an empty carport on Tuesday, Thursday or on any day
but Saturday. I wondered what she was doing burning gas and wearing out
tires, when she ought to be home cleaning house, cooking, and singing?

My problem was not with her, but with what | expected of her. Until we
talked about it, I never realized today’s hectic pace is nothing like the simple
life I grew up knowing. We all have false expectations that make us angry.
You and your spouse fuss and fight all the way to church. But when you hit
the parking lot and get out, it's all smiles and "honey" and "sugar." Another
couple, fighting all the way to church, sees you and says, "Why can't we be
like them?" That's the trouble. You are.

3. Frustration (John 18:15-18) When the Jews couldn't get anything on
Jesus at his trial, they slapped Him. The hardest work | ever did was cut
pulpwood; but it is far more difficult to assemble a toy your wife gives you
to put together on Christmas Eve. The holes don’t match and you know there
has to be a piece missing, but there isn’t. You just can’t get it together. You
want to throw it out the window and your wife along with it. This is
frustration; having a goal and not being able to reach it.

Our life 1s filled with this. The four “gods” of America are: beauty,
bucks, brawn and brains. We envy those who are good looking, well off
financially, athletic, and make good grades. The rest of us feel trapped and
inferior. You have a job you hate but cannot quit. You didn't make the team,
the cheerleading squad, the beauty pageant. You have poor health. You are
too tall or too short. We feel trapped, frustrated and aggravated. We see this
daily on the highway where “road rage” lies just beneath the calm exterior of
the drivers.

4. Fighting Over Rights (Luke 15:28) In Jesus' story of the Prodigal boy,
the father threw a party to welcome him; but the Bible says his older brother,
"Was ANGRY and refused to go in."(Luke 15:28) He felt he deserved
attention like this.

When | was in forestry and was running a property line, an old farmer
walked up and told me | was wrong. He moved it over so a beautiful stand of
timber was on “his” property. When I told him | was right and that | had
graduated from the University of Georgia, he was not impressed. He said,
"I'll go get my gun, and we'll see who is right." Needless to say, | decided



he was right and we put the line exactly where he said it went. That man
would have killed me for a few trees.

Children will fight like vultures and hate each other for years over the
division of their parents' possessions. Like spoiled children, we are enraged
when we don't get our rights, our way, etc. Cheated people are angry
people.

THE SADNESS

“If you churn milk you get butter, if you twist a nose you get blood,
and if you stir up anger you get trouble.” (Proverbs 30:33)

Angry people are dangerous people. The root cause of the terrible school
shootings in places like Columbine is rage over being looked down on or
made fun of by the “in” crowd. (beauty, bucks, brawn and brains) This does
not justify violence, but it explains it.

The week after | first preached this sermon, in the late 1970's, a man got
mad when he missed a shot while hunting, threw his shotgun against a tree
and it discharged and killed him.

The week | wrote this sermon for the first time (May 1, 1992), was when
rioting was going on in Los Angeles over the acquittal of four policemen
video taped beating a black man lying on the ground. As of right now,
twenty five people are dead, eight hundred are wounded, and close to 2,000
fires have been set. That same week | read a Reader's Digest article where a
teacher with migraines, an executive who took his own life and a young man
who climbed up on a tower at the University of Texas and started shooting
and killing people all had one thing in common. They were being treated for
suppressed anger.

The week | was writing this article (September 15, 2009), the best female
tennis player in the world (Serena Williams) pitched a fit at the US Open on
national television, by breaking her racket on the ground and cursing a line
judge.

Suppression (Job 1:21)

What anger does destructively is determined by what we do with it. Do
we suppress it or express it? Job, at first, suppressed it. His life caved in
and he was a good little Christian, saying exactly what he was "supposed" to
say, "The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. Praise the name of the
Lord." (Job 1:21) We give him an "A" in spirituality but the problem is — he
was not being honest with himself. We get the real Job in 3:1, “Finally, Job
broke the silence and cursed the day he was born.” The next thirty plus
chapters deal with his angry outbursts at God and his friends over the harsh




blows he experienced. A lot of Christians do this. They say they are not
mad; they are “hurt/disappointed/etc.) when the truth is they are “whopping
mad.” Denial is dangerous. It is like holding acid in our hands. It will burn
its way out in many ways.

The first is depression. My mother was a manic depressive and | have
battled depression all my life and take medication prescribed by my local
doctor.

(Christians, who think taking medicine for depression is a sign of lack of faith,
are dead wrong. It is no more of a sin than taking high blood pressure
medication. Our society, however, is over medicated as we want relief in a hurry.
That is why people with depression should work closely with their personal
physician and include exercise, relaxation techniques, positive thinking, etc. in
their lifestyles.)

Experts tell us that 50 percent of depression is not organic. It is caused by
unhealthy things we do, one of which is to get angry and bottle it in. In fact,
many psychologists today define depression as “anger turned inward.”

Anger comes out in irritability. Unable to contain the anger we feel, we
dribble it out in small doses of irritability, cutting remarks and dirty looks. A
lady went to see a psychiatrist and he asked her if she waked up grouchy
every morning. She said, “No, I let him sleep.”

It comes out in physical illness. The Mayo clinic estimates that 50
percent of the people in hospital beds are not there because of some organic
disease; but because of harmful attitudes and emotions. The endocrine
glands secrete chemicals into our system when we face the four demons of
guilt, inferiority, fear and anger. We are all familiar with the physical
symptoms of anger; our voice shakes, our palms sweat and our forehead
turns red. When these become chronic the secretion becomes chronic and
acts like a poison. That's why we call people "a pain in the neck” and say,
"get off my back!" You may say you are not mad and even convince
yourself you are not, but every cell in your body knows you are and you
have the scars to prove it. Dr. S. I. McMillen, in his book None of These
Diseases, traces high blood pressure, heart attacks, arthritis and back pain to
suppressed bitterness. The type "A" personality, so prone to heart attacks is
an angry, aggressive, competitive type, who lets his anger out in profanity. It
1s no surprise then that the type “A” is at the top of the list of those prone to
heart attacks and strokes.

Some people who appear sweet and don't give in to irritable words,
dribble anger out in what psychologists call passive hostility. They do




things that drive the people they are mad at up the wall. They will be late.
They will forget to pick up the laundry. They will nag about little things.

Finally, anger often comes out in furious explosions. If we bottle up our
anger long enough, it will sometimes blow up and cause us to do horrible
things. It only takes one blow of the human fist to kill or cripple a child; and
sadly some cases of child injuries come from an otherwise good parent who
explodes in rage before he or she realizes it.

When | was a boy, a man in our neighborhood shot his wife in the face
with a shotgun. As kids will do, we all ran to the house to get a look at the
body as they brought it out. | heard a neighbor say to a policeman, "He was
so quiet. | never heard them argue." The policeman said, "That's the kind
you have to worry about. He took it and took it and took it, and probably
Killed her a thousand times in his mind before he did it."

Expression

Maybe you are the kind who lets your anger out. You don’t suppress it,
you express it. You don't GET ulcers, you GIVE them. A lady said, "Brother
Pastor, | get mad quick but | get over it quick.” The pastor answered, "So
does a tornado, but look at all the damage it does while it's blowing."

Expressing anger will make us a fool in the eyes of others. Proverbs
14:17 says, “A quick tempered man acts like a fool.” A pastor, with one
angry outburst, can undo 20 years of faithful service. One pastor, who
pitched a tiny fit when he couldn't find his cuff links; after finding them,
went to visit a young man dying of cancer. Impressed by the young man's
peace and courage, he came home and said, “God's grace will see us through
any crisis.” His wife answered, “Almost any, because it didn't help you
much when you lost your cuff links.” I know personally how my temper
tantrums have made me look foolish to my wife and girls.

Once, when | walked into a room to watch a bowl game, my wife said,
“You missed it. I just saw a coach hit a player on the other team.” 1 smiled
and told her she was wrong, coaches don't do that and she should leave the
football watching to men. Well, as you know, she was right. Woody Hayes,
of Ohio State, hit Charlie Bauman of Clemson in the face, when he
intercepted a pass in front of the Ohio State side-line. Hayes will not be
remembered as one of the greatest college coaches of all time but as the “hot
head” who hit another teams player on national television.

Foolish acts cause us to take our anger out on the wrong person. Saul
was mad at David and threw a spear at his own son Jonathan (1 Samuel 20).
You say, “That is insane.” It is, but we all do it. Unable to tell our boss how



we feel; we lower the boom on our wife, our kids and especially on the poor
dog who runs up wagging its tail, unaware of the bad day we have had.

Expressing anger will make us do things we regret. Alexander the Great,
in a fit of anger, killed his best friend and drank himself to death because of
it. Cruel words, spoken in anger, can never be recalled; and though forgiven,
will leave scars that last for life.

Being hot tempered will destroy us physically. Proverbs 17:22 says, “A
cheerful spirit keeps you healthy.” Type “A” executives die early. If you
clinch your fist and say, “I'm going to get even if it's the last thing I do!”, it
may well be. Chronic temper tantrums mean you are asking for things like
strokes, heart attacks and many forms of arthritis.

The meanest critter on mother earth is a grizzly. It weighs over 1000
pounds. It can run as fast as a horse. It can knock down an 8 inch pine. And
it's mean. It can whip anything. But there is a little, five pound animal that
can steal food from a grizzly. It can run the grizzly away. It is a SKUNK.
Now a grizzly can smash a skunk with one blow but he doesn't. Why? Dale
Carnegie says, "HE KNOWS THE HIGH COST OF GETTING EVEN." Anger will
destroy others, homes, churches, offices and in the end will destroy you!

THE SAFETY
(Galatians 5:14-26)

Turn It Over We are not to foolishly suppress or sinfully express
anger; we are to humbly confess it for the sin it is and ask God to deliver us
from it (1 John 1:7-2:3). Things like love (which is not irritable); peace;
gentleness; patience (long tempered-slow to get angry); and self control are
not in our power to create. They are the “fruits” of the Holy Spirit working
in our lives. Fruit takes time. It must be planted, watered, fertilized, be
exposed to the sun and rain, weeded, harvested, etc.

We must spend time in prayer (talking to God) and in Bible reading
(listening to God). When you are angry, ask God why, and search the
Scriptures and your heart for the answer the Spirit wants to give you.

Work It Out Part of God’s answer will come through our hard work
and common sense. We don’t fold our hands and wait for God to pour love,
patience, and self control into us. God gives farmers their crops but they
have to obey the laws of nature and work hard to get them. It is the same
with spiritual laws. One of the best ways to get anger out positively, in a way



that hurts no one, is to do hard labor--jog, wash cars, garden, walk 18 holes
of golf carrying your bag, punch a punching bag instead of your spouse,
your kids, your boss, your employer, your employees, your Pastor, or your
members (if you are a pastor).

Let It Out Positively When Jesus was slapped at His trial He didn’t
quietly take it; to help the one who slapped Him, He asked him to think
about why he had done such a thing (John 18). When His brothers made fun
of Him and told Him to go public with His miracles; He told them they were
just like the world that was seeking to kill Him (John 7:1-9). They were later
converted (Acts 1). We must learn to practice “positive aggression” where
we confront those who do us wrong redemptively and honestly. | have
learned, when insulted, to give myself time to cool off, and then say to the
person something like this, “I did not deserve to be treated like that.” Almost
every time | have done this the person has apologized.

Think It Over The old advice to “count to ten” is good advice. When
you are about to act, walk away and think about the consequences. Ask
yourself, “Will T act like a fool; do something I regret; hurt the wrong
person; hurt myself; dishonor God; etc.

A lady called me and never told me her name. Her story was tragic. As a child
she had been sexually abused by her stepfather. Now she was grown and on the
verge of getting right with God and joining a church. The problem was the
pastor and members were telling her, she could not be saved until she forgave
her stepfather. With tears in her voice, she said, “Pastor, I can't make myself
love him. I can’t forgive him. Does this mean I'm going to hell?”

Never have I been happier to have a good gospel word for someone. I said,
“Ma'am, love is a journey to a destination; and when converted we start where
we are and take baby steps towards that destination. That's why we sing 'Just
As I Am'in our churches. The fact that you can’t love or forgive him is why Jesus
says we all must be born again (John 3). That is why you need the Lord; to give
you the desire and power you need.” I asked her if she wanted to be able to
forgive him? When she said, “I don't know,” I said, “Start there. Tell God you
WANT to WANT TO. For that church to ask you to love him before you are
saved is like asking a dead man to walk or asking a child to know algebra before
he can enroll in kindergarten. Come to God just as you are and He will change
you slowly into what He wants you to be.”

I hope what I said next gave her the strength to come to Christ. I asked her
about her health and life and she said she was on drugs, stayed depressed all the
time, and was chronically sick. Then I said, “That devil is still hurting you and
as long as you keep hating him he will continue to hurt you. Come to Christ
and ask Him for the power to one day forgive your stepfather and
you will help yourself more than you can imagine.”



Express It To God (Job 3-40) Many of us are angry with God. You lost
your job. You lost your child. You lost your health. Life hasn't turned out the
way you wanted it to and you are bitter towards Him. When Job expressed
his bitterness honestly, he was healed.

Catherine Marshall tells of the Christian surgeon trying to save a child's life.
When the child died, the surgeon shook his fist at heaven and said,
“D_ it God! Why don't you help me sometimes?”
He then was afraid he had committed the unpardonable sin and
expressed this fear to Mrs. Marshall. She said, “That was
probably the most honest prayer you ever prayed.”

I won’t debate whether or not his prayer was right, and I certainly would
not recommend using profanity when praying to God, but I know this man’s
prayer was HONEST and only when we are honest will we truly find inner
healing.
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CaAN TRUE SaLvAaTION BE LosT?

(If a Christian Leaves the Lord is He Still a Christian?
Bob Marcaurelle

Jesus said,
“My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me. | give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them
out of My hand.” (John 10:27-28)

His Apostle John wrote 60 years later,

“They went away from us because they were not really one of us. If they
were really one of us, they would have stayed with us. Their leaving showed
that none of them were one of us.” (1 John 2:19)

When we give Jesus Christ our sins to forgive (faith) and our lives to
change and control (repentance) we are saved (Acts 2:38). The word “save”
means to deliver or_rescue. When Peter was drowning he cried, “Lord save
me!” (Matthew 14:30) We speak of how a fireman saves (delivers) someone



from a burning building. Salvation involves three great deliverances. First,
we are forgiven by God. This is deliverance from sin’s penalty
(Justification). The Bible says:

“The wicked will not inherit the kingdom of heaven. The immoral /
idol worshippers / adulterers / homosexuals / thieves /
drunkards / slanderers. And some of you were like that!

But, you were washed, you were sanctified, you were

justified, in the name of the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 6:11)

We are changed into people who desire and truly try to live for God. This is
deliverance from sin’s controlling power (regeneration). It is called “dying to sin” as
a way of life (Romans 6); a “resurrection” to new life (Romans 6); a new
“creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17); receiving a “new heart” (Ezekiel 36:26);
“conversion” (Repentance and Faith / Acts 3:19); receiving a “childlike spirit”
(Matthew 18:3); being “born again” (John 3) and “regeneration” (Titus 3:5).
One little boy said after accepting Christ, “Either the whole world has
changed or I have.” W. T. Conner says our character and fundamental moral
disposition is changed. Love for God and man becomes the ruling factor in
life. We still sin, but are so changed that we can never rest again in a life of
sin. Third we go to heaven when we die. This is deliverance from sin’s presence
(glorification).

The Question

Christians are divided over whether or not a person who receives
salvation can lose it, either by returning to a life controlled by sins or by
losing his or her faith in Christ. The Methodist Church, relying on many
Scriptures, believes that a person can make such choices and forfeit
salvation (1 Corinthians 15:2 / Hebrews 6, etc). Most Pentecostal churches
go a step further and teach that every time a Christian sins he or she loses
salvation and has to be saved again by repentance and faith. No major
Protestant denomination, including the Methodists, agree with this

Presbyterians and Baptists see salvation as the work of God in us that can
never be undone. The life He gives is eternal and we have the promise that
He will keep us (John 10). We may sin like David (2 Samuel 11-12); but
because of our converted nature it will break our hearts and the guilt and
shame will drive us to God in repentance and faith (Psalm 32 and 51). We
receive “forgiveness”, but it is family forgiveness from our heavenly Father.
Jesus teaches Christians to pray, “Our Father” before praying, “forgive us
our trespasses” (Matthew 6). When David came back to the Father, he did
not pray for salvation to be restored, but asked for the “joy of salvation” to



be restored. They also believe with John that people who leave Christianity
were “never part of it” to begin with (1 John 2:19).
Our Response
When good and great denominations disagree we must be wise enough to
see truth on both sides. As I, like you, make my way through the trials and
temptations of life; 1 know that | need to keep on believing in Jesus; to keep
on confessing my sins; and to keep on asking God to help me overcome
them (1 John 1:7-2:3 / 1 Corinthians 15:2). This is not just something | have
to do, but in my heart of hearts want to do because of the change God
worked in me at conversion.
A man asked his pastor, “Does once saved always saved, mean
I can sin all I want to and still go to heaven?” The pastor
answered, “Yes, it does.” Then he said, “How much do you want
to sin?” When the man answered, “/ don’t want to sin at all.”
the pastor said, “I don’t either. That’s the secret.
We who are saved sin more than we want to.”

That’s the key. Christians are free to sin and sometimes want to do it and
then do it. Throw a cat in the mud and he hates it, wants out, and cleans
itself for days. Throw a hog in the mud and it is in “hog heaven.” A
Christian in sin is like a cat in the mud. There is very little difference
between Christians who disagree over this. True Christians live lives of
continual repentance and faith. Some of us believe God will always enable
us to desire and do this; others believe they “have” to do it. The important
thing is that we do it.

(For more on this subject and all the teachings about salvation see our
Pastor’s book, “Salvation — Why Jesus Came” in the
Bookstore section of this site.)

TEN REASONS WHY THE BIBLE IS Go D 5 WORD
Bob Marcaurelle

We all base what we believe and do on some kind of authority. To some
it is reason. Truth is what makes sense. To some it is mystical. Truth is what
| feel deep inside. To some it is institutional. Truth is what my church
teaches. Protestant authority is Biblical. We do use reason. We do listen to



our inner voice. We do take into account what great and good men in church
history have said. But in the end, our authority is the Bible and we are
responsible to read it for ourselves and practice it for ourselves. We know
we will be held accountable by God at the Judgment for what we believe and
do. We take this by faith but there are ten good foundations for that faith.

A. The Bible Claims It

2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is God breathed.” Old Testament
terms like, “God said ...The word of the Lord came ... Thus says the Lord.”.. tc.,
occur over 3,000 times. The choice is obvious; we must accept it as God’s
word or discard it as the worthless work of dishonest or deluded men.

B. Jesus Believed It

Jesus, who claimed to be God (John 14) and proved it by rising from
the dead (Romans 1:1-3), is our authority on all matters; and He called His
Old Testament Bible the “Word of God” and said it was “spoken by God” (John
10:35-36). One of every ten things He said were quotes or allusions to His
Bible. He used it to fight temptation (Matthew 4:1-11); and to find God’s will
for His life (John 5:39). Dying on the cross, five of His seven last sayings
were based on His Bible. He lived by the Bible and died by it.

C. Fulfilled Prophecies

God says, “Before things spring into being, I will announce them to you.”
(Isaiah 42:8-9). There are over 2,000 fulfilled prophecies in the Bible. Ezekiel
said of mighty Egypt, the breadbasket of the East; that it would not be
destroyed, but would never rise again to any position of prominence. It
would be small among the nations (29:14-16). It is just that today. But
Scripture said the opposite of Babylon. When it reigned supreme, lIsaiah
predicted not only that it would fall, but that it would never be inhabited
again (13:19-22). Babylon was the Queen City of the world, like
Washington, London or Moscow. It was strategically located and covered
over 196 square miles. Its wall, with 250 watch towers, in some places was
hundreds of feet high, and wide enough on top for chariots to race side by
side. Its hanging gardens were one of the seven wonders of the ancient
world. Its high buildings and broad streets were beautified by its magnificent
system of canals. Today it is buried under the sand with no inhabitants.

Over 333 prophecies relate to Jesus, many of them fulfilled by His
enemies. Four hundred years before crucifixion was introduced as a method
of execution, Psalm 22 pictured the Messiah’s crucifixion with enemies
circling Him, casting lots for His clothes, and even piercing His hands and
feet (Psalm 22:12-18). Justin Martyr said in the AD 100’s, “To declare a
thing shall come to pass, long before it is in being, and then to bring it to
pass, this or nothing is the work of God.”



D. Its Scientific Accuracy

The Bible is not a science book and it uses figures of speech like the
sun rising and setting, but when it speaks on scientific matters, it does not
contradict any facts science may discover. It contradicts our interpretations.
That is why men like Calvin in the 1500’s called Copernicus’ telescope the
instrument of the devil. He and the church believed the sun traveled around
the earth, something the Bible never claimed. The Bible goes beyond the
science of its day. For example, ancients numbered the stars in the
thousands; but in 2000 BC God compared their number to the billions upon
billions of grains of sand on the seashore” (Genesis 22), which today we know
IS true.

E. Its Remarkable Unity

Psalm 119:160 says, “The SUM of Thy Word is truth.” The Bible was
written over a period of 1500 years, by over 40 people, from every walk of
life --- the aged rancher Abraham; the brilliant warrior Moses; the shepherd
David; the sufferer Job; the disillusioned king Solomon; the statesman
Isaiah; the fig farmer Amos; the poet John; the rough fisherman Simon
Peter; the trained Jewish scholar Paul; etc. It is a library of 66 books, using
every literary form imaginable- prose, narrative, poetry, drama, symbolism,
etc. Yet it reads like a single Book, with one Author. This is unheard of in
history. Gather works by 40 people, spanning a thousand years, and you will
have a smorgasbord of contradictions and confusion.

F. Its Amazing Survival

Jesus said the tiniest part of Gods Word would not pass away (Matthew
5) and Peter said, “The word of the Lord abides forever” (1 Peter 1:24-25). The
Bible has survived persecution; ridicule, foolish church interpretations, and
the ravages of time and tyranny. Diocletian, the Roman Emperor in 303 AD,
determined to stamp out Christianity altogether by destroying churches and
burning every copy of Scripture. He did his work and erected a statue with
the words, “Extinct 1s the name Christian.” But in 313, Constantine
embraced Christianity and put the cross of Christ on the shields of his army.

When he asked for Bibles, hundreds were brought out of their hiding places.
It has survived the sneers of the scholars. Voltaire, who died in 1788,
predicted, “One hundred years from my day there will not be a Bible in the
earth except one that is looked upon by an antiquarian curiosity-secker.”
Before that century ended, Voltaire’s home was purchased by the Geneva
Bible Society and became the starting point from which millions of Bibles



were circulated throughout the earth. Archeologists set out to disprove the
Bible and today read the Bible to see where to dig.

G. Its Universal Appeal (Matthew 4:4)

Any book written by a human being will be severely limited in its
reach. It will appeal to a special class. The book written for scholars will
have little appeal for the uneducated. The book written for children will have
little appeal for the adult. It is also locked in to its age and culture. A true
word from God would cross all lines. Jesus said the Bible is like “bread”
(Matthew 4). It speaks to the soul, to the deepest needs of all people; of all
classes; of all ages. Go to a typical church and you will find an amazing
thing. In that same church you have children and adults. Go into the adult
Sunday School class and what are they studying - the Bible. Go to the
preschool room and what are they studying - the Bible. The child and the
adult, the slave and the master, the savage and the scholar all drink from the
same well - the Bible.

H. Its Abiding Relevance

It is the runaway bestseller of every age and of our age. The Old
Testament “was written to teach us” (Romans 15:4). Ancient books are almost
impossible to understand. As times change, people change. Books are born
to die. God’s word like food, sunshine and rain is perennially fresh and
refreshing. It is the old Book that is forever new because it speaks to our
deepest needs as human beings. Evangelist D. L. Moody said, “I don’t read
the Bible so much as the Bible reads me.” Abraham Lincoln said, “But for
this Book, we would not know right and wrong...All the things desirable to
man are contained in it.”

I. Its Inexhaustible Depths

God tells us, “My ways are not your ways and my thoughts are not your
thoughts. As the heavens are far above the earth; so are my thoughts above yours.”
(Isaiah 55). The Bible is the basis of democracy. That is why words from
Leviticus are carved on the Liberty Bell, “Proclaim freedom throughout the
land”. It plumbs the depth of human nature with ruthless honesty. It tells it
like it is about you and me. It exposes the depths of sin and makes no
excuses for man’s evil; as it offers a way of salvation, unattainable by man’s
best efforts. It dethrones man and enthrones God. Going against the grain of
human nature, man wouLD not have written it, if he couLD, and he couLD
NOT have written it if he wanted to.

J. Its Simplicity and Power
The New Testament says, “The message of the cross is nonsense to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (1



Corinthians 1:18) The Bible changes civilizations. Ezekiel 47:9 says,
“Everything will live where the river comes”. Western Civilization, through
which Christianity flows, abounds with such things as orphanages; homes
for the aged; the protection of children; trial by jury; women'’s rights; etc.

It can change you and me. Paul, who was changed from a murderer
of Christians to a missionary for Christ (Acts 8-9), said just before he died
that the Bible gives “the wisdom that leads to salvation” (2 Timothy 3:15). Jacob
deShazer imprisoned by the Japanese was given a Bible. He was converted
and he said he immediately had love for his Japanese captors. When he was
later released, he went back to Japan as a missionary. R.A. Torrey went into
a hotel room to commit suicide; but just before he did, he opened a Gideon
Bible on the table. He was converted while reading it and became the Billy
Graham of his day.

Peter Marshall, former Chaplain of the US Senate said:

“It is not the difficult portions of the Bible that bother me, it is those
portions | understand all too clearly; those that tell me to confess and
forsake my sins; and to live, by God’s power, by the Golden Rule and the
example of the Good Samaritan.”

Is GobD THREE DIFFERENT PEOPLE?

John 14:8-9 / 16-18
Phillip said, “Show us the Father.” And Jesus said, “Have I been with you so
long and you don’t know me? He who sees me sees the Father. / I will ask the
Father to send you another Companion- the Spirit. / I will not leave you like
orphans, I will come to you.”

2 Corinthians 13:14
“May the grace of the Lord JesusChrist; the love of God; and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit ; be with you.”

Thirty two thousand membranes connect a stretched out piece of skin in
my ear to my brain and nobody knows how that connects to my mind. Think
of the awesome Being who simply willed things like this into being out of
nothing. This is the mystery of God. God is too big for us. Tozer said we ask



what God is like and the answer is that He is not like anything. All we can
describe Him with are things that came from Him but are not Him.

| suppose that is why the Trinity has never bothered me. It is part of the
mystery of God. The word means, “Three in One” and is not found in the
Bible. It was the church’s chosen term to describe the following truths that
are in Scripture.

(1) Jesus, the Father, and the Holy Spirit are presented as three
distinct persons (2 Corinthians 13:8). Each does and says things.

(2) Jesus is a distinct person, yet He is equated with the Father (John
14:8-9) and with the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-18; Galatians 4:6). He said the
Companion, the Holy Spirit (John 14:16), would come and that would be
Him coming (John14:18).

(3) The Holy Spirit is a distinct person. In the early church there was a
long, process concerning how to include Gentiles into the church. When the
decision was made the leaders wrote of it, “It seemed good to us and the
Holy Spirit” (Acts 15:28). He was like a person sitting there with them and
working in them. This distinct person is equated with Christ. He is the
“Spirit of Christ” (Galatians 4:6)) and the Spirit of God (Romans 6:14. He is
equated with God. Lying to God (Acts 5:5) is lying to the Spirit (Acts 5:9).

We must go beyond logic to experience, for this is the way we experience
the mysterious God. We know He is above and beyond all we can imagine
(The Father). We know He lived on earth and lives now visibly in heaven
(The Son). And we know we can talk to Him here and now (The Spirit). We
don’t understand it and thank God we don’t have to. Someone asked a little
girl, “How big 1s God?” She said, “He is so big the whole universe cannot
contain Him and He is so small that | can hide Him in my heart.”

Pastor Ralph Murray told of a young man in his church whose father
offered to pay his way to college if he if he memorized
some Bible verses the father gave him. The boy was not into
“churchy things” but did it to get a car. When he graduated
he forgot all the verses. Later, called into World War 11, he was
taken prisoner and forced by the Japanese to walk the Bataan
Death March where tens of thousands died. After he survived
and returned home he said, “Those Scriptures kept me alive.

The Holy Spirit carved them into my soul.”

I cannot explain the Trinity but this is how I relate with the God
who created me and died to save me. My heavenly Father is for us
eternally; Jesus was with us historically; and the Spirit is in us
experientially.






